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OVERVI EW
Enmer gency needs and operations

Prospects for the Meher harvest are good due to the continuation
of adequate and wel | -distributed rainfall duringthe Krent (nain)
season. Relief operations are gradually phasing out and
rehabilitation activities resum ng.

In preparation for the FAO WP Crop and Food Needs Assessnent
M ssion and the Governnent's 1995 appeal, the Relief and
Rehabilitati on Commi ssion (RRC) |aunched an extensive needs
assessnment programme in |ate October. Ten teans are currently
vi siting drought prone areas to obtain informati on on t he general
situation and del i neate areas of possible assi stance. The RRC has
invited the UN and NGOs to participate in the m ssions, and many
organisations will be joining the teans during the assessnent.

The FAQ WFP Cr op and Food Needs Assessnment Mssionis duetoarrive
in Ethiopia in md-Novenber. The mssion will be travelling to
different parts of the country to eval uate the outcone of the 1994
Meher harvest and to nmake a first assessnent of cereal inport
requirenments for 1995. It will also be reviewing earlier
prelimnary pre-harvest assessnents. Following this, the

Transi ti onal Governnent of Ethiopiais expectedtol aunch an appeal
for 1995 in m d- Decenber.

In North Onb zone and Wil ayita, a prelimnary crop assessnent
conducted by the local authorities in nine weredas of the zone
i n Sept enber has been concl uded. One of the maj or probl ens voi ced
by t he assessnment teans was t he shortage of resources and nanpower
to conduct the assessnent.

Commenorati on of the 1984/85 fam ne

A mont h-1ong series of events and activities are schedul ed to take
place in February 1995 to cormmenorate the tenth year after the
1984/85 fam ne. This programme will provide an opportunity for
constructive reflection, information sharing and awar eness
raising with the aimof stimnulating public debate on the probl ens
of devel opnment, poverty and fam ne. The activities taking place
during this nonth will be coordi nated by the Governnent through
the establishnment of a special secretariat within the RRC. The
anniversary is to be a collective effort, drawing on inputs from
t he Governnent, donor community, and Non- Gover nnent al

Organi sations and the UN system

Political devel opnents

The Constituent Assenbly, consisting of 548 nenbers elected in
June (all regions except Region 5) and October (Region 5) 1994,
convened for the first time on 28 Oct ober. Representatives of the
di plomatic community, political parties of Ethiopia and public



personalities were invited to participate in the inaugura
cerenony. The Constituent Assenbly has been charged with the
responsibility of ratifying the draft constitution.

Popul ati on and Housi ng Census

The 1994 National Popul ati on and Housi ng Census was officially
| aunched on Cctober 11,1994. Froma relative slow start the
operation advanced quickly and is reported to be on schedul e.
Accordi ng to UNFPA, approximtely 67,000 enunerati on agents and
15,000 field supervisors were depl oyed. The returned
questionnaires indicate that the census was conpletedinall parts
of the country except in nomadic areas where it was expected to
take Il onger to finalise. Questionnaires are now bei ng processed,
prelimnary results are will be avail able within four nonths, and
final results are expected before the end of 1995.

Devel opnent i ssues

The UNDP Headquarters Programme Review Conmittee approved $40
mllion assistance in support of two additional national
progranmes whi ch ai mat achi eving sustainable food security in
Et hi opi a. Approved are the National Agricultural Progranme,

t owar ds whi ch UNDP plans to contribute $26 m|lion over the next
five years and the National Progranme on Di saster Prevention,
Preparedness and Mtigation, towards which UNDP will contribute
$14. 1 mllion. This brings thelevel of UNDP's approved assi stance
to the Governnment of Ethiopia during the Fifth Country Programme
Cycle to $74 mllion

AGRI CULTURE
Weat her situation

Accordingtothe National Meterol ogi cal Services Associ ati on ( NMSA)
weat her assessnent report, the 1994 | ong cycl e rai n season (Krent)
was normal except in pocket areas which experienced shortages,
heavy rainfall, |ate onset or early w thdrawal of rains.

The Bega season, normally starts in Cctober and ends in January.
During this period, the southern parts of Ethiopia receive their
second nodal rains, but this year the rains started as early as
the | ast dekad of Septenber.

Pest infestation
Control neasures agai nst | arge popul ati ons of quelea birds in the

Rift Valley area took place in early Cctober. Surveys are
continuing in case of future occurrences of the infestation.

Seed requirement for 1995

The delay in the onset of Belg rains and lowrainfall during this
season in many areas resulted in the 1994 short and | ong cycle
crops of mai ze and sorghumsuffering due to noisture stress. The



overall production of these staple crops is estinmated to be nuch
| ower than the 1993 harvest. Although nost Meher short cycl e crops
were planted at their normal time, except those repl acing maize
and sorghum sone pocket areas al so | ost Meher crops due to

i nconsistent rainfall patterns.

I n areas such as Regi on 3 (Anhara), which experienced the failure
of long cycle crops as well as short cycle Meher crops in certain
areas, the seed requirenment for the 1995 cropping season is
expected to increase. The results of an assessnment conducted by
FAO during Cctober in Region 3 indicate that the seed requirenent
of this Region for najor cropsis approximtely 8,600 tons to cover
134, 000 hectares.

Fertilizer situation

The fertilizer sales target for the peasant and state sectors in
1995 i s between 230,000 and 250,000 tons. So far, the breakdown
of tentative donor pledges is as follows: USAID (16,000 to 50, 000
tons), the Netherlands (18,000 tons), Italy (12,400 tons),

Eur opean Uni on (103,000 tons), the Wrld Bank (40,000 tons), the
African Devel opnment Bank (80,000 tons), and Japan (10, 000 tons).

FOOD Al D AND LOGQ STI CS
Pl edges, shipnents and deliveries

As at 24 Cctober, fromthe total inport requirenent of 1,278,000
tons, 979,422 tons have been pl edged. Most of the shortfall is
inthe structural sector where only 100, 890 t ons have been pl edged
agai nst a requi renent of 367,000 tons. As at 24 Cct ober, WFP report
that of the total pledges, 760,931 tons have been delivered,
bringing the total inports including 1993 pl edges delivered in
1994 and refugee supplies to a total of 808,686 tons.

Donors are noving towards advance progranmm ng, wth notional

pl edges for 1995 al r eady exceedi ng 400, 000 t ons and NGOs subm tting
tentative requests. Food aid shipnents for next year are also
taking place, with a US pl edge of 40,000 tons for 1995 pl anned
for arrival before the end of 1994.

Tabl es of food aid statistics for Cctober are given at the end
of this report.

Food Distribution

Wth the end of the Krent rai ny season and i nproved accessibility,
food del i veries have i ncreased. The r oads danmaged by heavy f | oodi ng
are being repaired in nost areas, either by the beneficiaries or
the | ocal adm nistrations, thereby allow ng transportation of
relief supplies to the nore renpte distribution sites.

The I nternational Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent

Soci eties (I FRCS) have resuned relief distributions in North and
South Wl o and Ti gray, although certain parts of these areas were
still inaccessible in the early parts of COctober. The Red Cross
i ncreased t he nunber of beneficiaries for Septenber and Cct ober.



However, as aresult of thelargely satisfactory Krent rains, | FRCS
is preparing to resunme |longer termrehabilitation programres.

Distribution of food to beneficiaries froml January to 31 August
reached over 426,000 tons, with Septenber distribution figures
estimated to be approxi mately 67,000 tons. Estinmated all ocati ons
for distributioninthe last quarter, should they be i npl enent ed,
are likely to reduce carry over stocks at the end of the year.

Ref ugees and returnee food pipeline

The plans for the repatriation of refugees into Somaliland have
been given a possible boost with the Governnment proposals to
conplete repatriation by March 1995. According to WP, food
resources available to the refugee programe are not sufficient
to neet the continuing requirenments of mai ntenance and to provi de
a m ni nrum package of three nonths' rations for refugees on
departure. Asix nonths' rationis analternative but would further
aggravate the resource situation.

Logi stics

The joint USA/ EU WFP mi ssion scheduled to visit Ethiopia and
Eritrea in October, to hold discussions with the governnments of
the two countries regarding port investnent, clearing and

f orwar di ng nonopol i es and the | i beralisation of the private sector
has been post poned.

Al t hough there have been delays in the clearance of food itens

i ncl udi ng vegetable oil, blended foods and m |k powder due to
di sputes wit h custons authorities, thisissuehas nowbeenresol ved.
Foll owi ng the intervention of major donor representatives, the
Et hi opi an custons authorities have once again allowed the

i mportationof theseitens. However, as vegetable oil is astandard
part of current relief rations, the solution needs to be confirned
in order to avoid delays in 1995 inports.

Di scussions are still continuing on the ownership and operation
procedures of the strategic fleet for 1995.

HEALTH, NUTRI TI ON AND WATER
Support to health services

During Cct ober, UNI CEF carri ed out the nonitoring of ongoi ng funded
proj ects, assessnent of the energency situationindifferent parts
of the country, initiation and devel opnent of Oral Rehydration
Ther apy/ Expanded Progranme of | nmmuni zation (ORT/EPI) programes
in emergency operation areas, provision of essential nedical
supplies and drugs, and preparation for UNICEF participation in
t he RRC needs assessnent m ssions.

UNI CEF Enmergency O ficers visited Borena zone i n Regi on 4 and North
and South Oro zone in the Southern Ethiopian People's

Adm ni stration to nonitor ongoing projects. In North and South
O, it was observed that although the nutritional status in the
zones has i nproved, food production is far fromsatisfactory due
to the effects of arnyworminfestation, |ack of farm and and



over-population. UNICEF is in the process of initiating a

m cro-plan for child health that covers ORT/EPI and Acute
Respiratory Infections (ARI) as well as a supplenentary feeding
progranme for mal nouri shed childrenin the zones. Di scussions are
underway with the zonal authorities and NGOs operating in the
regi on on possi bl e collaboration in inplenenting this programe.

Suppl i es of vaccines were provided by UNI CEF to Medeci ns san
Frontieres (Belgiun) to assist MSF in restarting EPl activities
anong 28, 000 r ef ugees, returnees and di spl aced persons i n t he Gode
area of Region 5 (Ogaden). MSF has been operating heath care and
suppl ementary feeding programes in Gode and will probably
conclude their activities at the end of this year. According to
MSF, there is a need for general food distributions to continue
thereafter in order to avoid a deterioration in the nutritional
status of beneficiaries.

In support of efforts to neet the needs of the recently

drought -affected popul ation in Ethiopia, the UNI CEF Ethiopia
country office staff nmenbers, both |ocal and expatriate, have
collectively raised over $7,000 to be donated to the UN CEF
ener gency progranmes i n Bol osso wereda i n North Ono zone. The funds
will be utilised to provide relief assistance to 1,000 children
under five and 5,000 fam |ies affected by drought. The funds w ||
al so be usedtoinprove the nutritional status of the target group
through initiation of a conmunity based enpl oynment schene.

Rehabilitation of health facilities

A WHO m ssion visited Region 1 (Tigray) and parts of Region 3
(Amhara) to assess the progress of the repair of partially danaged
health care facilities; identify conpleted facilities that need
to be equi pped; obtain information on the status of the health
care facilities in the visited zone; and to advise authorities
to submt conplete reports on each health facility.

In Tigray, North and Sout h Wel o and Nort h Shewa, the teamw t nessed
different levels of progress ranging frompartial to conpleted
repair, and highlighted the need to accelerate the repair of
remaining facilities.

During the nonth, nmalaria epidemcs were reported in sonme parts
of the country. A WHO teamtravelled to Meki, Zwai and Awassa,
where high incidence rate of infection were detected. According
toWHO theriseinthe nunber of mal ari a cases coul d be attri buted
to the prol onged rains | eading to i ncreased vector breeding sites,
and to the discontinuation of spraying due to a periodi c decrease
in the occurrence of the disease. Consequently, WHO provi ded
medi cal supplies, | aboratory re-agents and m croscopi ¢ equi pnent
worth $56,300 to the Malaria Control Progranmme.

REFUGEES AND RETURNEES
Sudanese refugees

The assi sted popul ati on reached 50,527 with the foll ow ng
breakdown: Bonga: 15, 114; Fugni do 24,088; and Dimma 11, 325.



Nutrition surveys were conducted in Dimm, Bonga and Fugni do by
the Adm nistration for Refugees and Returnee Affairs (ARRA), and
a three day nutrition workshop was attended by heal th personnel
fromthe three settlenents in Ganbella (Region 12). |In general
the nutritional status of the refugees was found to be
satisfactory.

In Mzan, 302 refugees started their higher secondary education
at the Mzan National School

An ant hr opol ogi st fromOxford University arrived in Ganbel | a for
a six week mssion to review the situation of the Uduk refugee
popul ation in Bonga and to investigate the feasibility of their
achi eving sel f-sufficiency.

On 13 Cctober, a private truck was anmbushed by uni dentifi ed gunnen
sonme seven kilonmetres outside the refugee settlement in D mm,
during which two passengers were killed and five wounded.

Somal i refugees

Ther e has been sonme concern expressed over security inthe Jijiga
area. Several incidents took place in October including fighting
bet ween ref ugee groups in Harti shei k and attacks on transport and
fuel vehiclesinthe Jijigaarea. The situationin Hartishei k canp
has returned to normal, but as a result of fighting in Hargeysa
a few hundred | dagal e cl an nenbers (mainly the el derly, wonmen and
children) werereportedto have fl ed nort hwest Somaliatothe Anare
canps in Ethiopia.

On 23 Cctober ration cards were successfully revalidatedin Aysha,

conpletingtherevalidationinall of the canps in eastern Ethiopia.
The 15,282 in Aysha brought the total population on revalidated
rations cards to 184,900 individuals.

A del egation fromthe United States Departnent of State and U. S.
Enbassy in Addis Ababa, acconpani ed by the UNHCR Acting
Representati ve and Seni or Repatriation O ficer, visitedthe Somal i
refugee canps from8 to 9 October to explore with the refugees,
anong ot her things, their readiness for repatriation to Sonmali a.
Following their visit to the Somali refugee canps, the U S

del egati on and UNHCR t eam proceeded to Hunera with the Swedi sh
Ambassador on 10 Cctober to assess the repatriation progranmre in
Regi on 1.

O i boutian refugees

A joint ARRA/UNHCR m ssion travelled to Region 2 (Afar) from 25
to 29 Cctober to assess the situation of Djiboutian refugees in
t he area.

REPATRI ATl ON

Repatriation from D i bouti

From 26 Septenber to 24 COctober, a total of 3,152 Ethiopians

repatriated by train fromDibouti via Dire Dawa. Despite sone
start-up probl ens and concerns about "absorption capacity" at the



rate of 500 to 1, 000 per week, weekly trains are schedul ed unti l
at | east the end of 1994.

Repatriation from Sudan

The airlift of Ethiopian returnees from Kassal a, Sudan, which
started on 20 Septenber, was conpl eted on 8 Cctober. As a result
of this operation, a total of 1,112 Ethiopi ans have repatri at ed.
The breakdown by destination is as follows: Jinmm (341), Bahir
Dar (509), Addis Ababa (191) and Ganbela (71).

Meeti ngs were held i n Addi s Ababa bet ween ARRA and UNHCR Et hi opi a
and Sudan to plan the 1995 repatriation operation. The parties
agreed on a planning figure of approximtely 50,000. They

recogni zed, however, that this coul donly be achi evedif additional
| and coul d be identified, particularly in Region 1 (Tigray), for
returnee farnmers. A UNHCR m ssion departed to Mekel e and Hunmera
on 26 Cctober to discuss the i medi ate all ocation of | and so that
t he necessary site pl anni ng can proceed duri ng Novenber - Decenber .

Repatriation from Kenya

ARRA Moyal e reported t he spont aneous repatri ati on of 959 ret ur nees
to Chilanko, El Gof and Jara. These nmay be sone of the group who
had previously opted not to repatriate when the canp at Bani ssa,
Kenya was cl osed in February 1994.

I ndi vi dual Repatriation

A total of 11 returnees repatriated by air fromKenya (8), Sudan
(2) and the USA (1).

Repatriation to Sonalia

The Technical Committee continued neeting weekly to refine the
operations plan, including a pilot repatriation of sonme 10, 000
towards the end of 1994. Although the UNHCR staff in northwest
Somal i a was evacuated briefly following the 15 Cctober fighting
at the Hargeysa airport, a technical m ssion was able to proceed
to Hargeysa from 23-30 Cctober to continue planning wth the
Central Adm nistration on both repatriation and reintegration
activities.

DI SCLAI MER

The desi gnati ons enpl oyed and t he presentation of material inthis
docurent do not inply the expression of any opini on whatsoever
of the UN concerning the | egal status of any country, territory,
city or area of its authorities, or concerning the delimtations
of its frontiers or boundari es.

Information in this report has been provided by specialized UN
agencies. Reference is made to ot her sources of information as
necessary.



Pr epared by:

UN- EUE

c/ o UNDP Tel ephone:
PO Box 5580 Facsim | e:
Addi s Ababa e-mail :

Et hi opi a

2 Novenber, 1994

00 251 1 511028/9
00 251 1 514599
ENEUE@adi s. gn. apc. org



Rel i ef / Regul ar EFSR St ruct ur al Tot al
Original inport 1, 074, 000
requi rement
Less carry over 80, 000
stocks 31/12/93
Less carry over 39, 000
pl edges 31/12/93
Original net inport 448, 000 140, 000 367,000 955, 000
requi rement
Revi sed net inport 771, 000 140, 000 367,000 1, 278, 000
requi rement (April 94)
Total pl edges 715, 432 137, 233 126, 766 979, 422
Shortfall against 55, 577 2, 767 240, 234 298, 578

revi sed requiremnent

Status of 1994 deliveries and confirmed/ unconfirmed shipnments as
of 25 Cct. (M)

Total 1994 pl edges (all categories) 979, 422
Total deliveries 760, 931
Bal ance due 218, 491
Total confirned arrivals 84,372
Unconfirmed arrival s due 134, 119
Table |11

Status of ports for the period between 21 Septenber and
24 Cctober 1994, including refugees and returnees (M)

Assab D i bout i Massawa
Mont h openi ng bal ance 116, 862 8, 800 9, 624
Arrivals during nonth 73,713 2,500 15, 068
Total availabl e 190, 575 11, 300 24, 692
O ftake during nonth 98, 468 9, 183 8, 841
C osi ng bal ance éé:ib%* é:iif- ié:ééi

Not e: Massawa figures include Ethiopia stocks only.



. Excludi ng 10,500 tons shipnents for Eritrea.



