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Press Release

Addis Ababa, 12.06.00

UNITED NATIONS Seeks 193,4 Million to avert Famine in Ethiopia

The United Nations Country Team in Ethiopia announced today that it is appealing for US$ 193.4 million to address the immediate needs of up to 10 million people affected by the drought in Ethiopia. This appeal is part of the UN Emergency Drought Appeal for the Horn of Africa launched on 7 June New York by the Secretary General’s Special Envoy for the Drought in the Greater Horn of Africa and in Geneva seeking US$ 378 million for a total of 13.4 million people in this part of Africa. 

Insufficient or the outright absence of rains for three consecutive years and crop failures have exhausted the coping mechanisms of already vulnerable populations, especially farmers dependent on the belg crop and pastoralists. In addition, rangeland deterioration, over-population and poor market facilities have further worsened the situation. The most affected pastoral communities are those in the Somali Regional State, Borena Zone of the Oromiya Regional State and South Omo Zone of the Southern Nations, Nationalities and People’s Regional State.

“Generous donor support is absolutely essential if we are to avert the current crisis from degenerating into widespread famine,” said Manuel Aranda da Silva, the UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Drought in the Horn of Africa. 

The World Food Programme needs a quarter of a million M/T. of food aid worth more than 150 million US$ to meet the minimum food requirements of the most vulnerable, namely subsistence farmers and pastoralists in drought affected areas, especially in the south and southeast of Ethiopia. Another main priority is the provision of shelter materials worth US$ 471,000 to 15,000 extremely vulnerable families, including malnourished children currently at risk due to prolonged exposure to the elements. In order to reduce morbidity and mortality due to diseases caused by polluted water, UNICEF and WHO are appealing for US$ 3,520,000 to ensure access to safe water and introduce improved sanitation and hygienic practices. Furthermore, both agencies together with UNFPA are seeking US$ 14,260,455 to address the major health problems in drought-affected areas, namely measles (UNICEF plans a vaccination campaign against measles for 2.1 million children), malaria, diarrhea, intestinal parasites, respiratory tract infections, tuberculosis and skin diseases as well as to meet urgent reproductive health needs. To help affected households regain sustainability and preserve their remaining assets, FAO is appealing for US$ 7,894,100 to support the agricultural sector. These funds will support efforts to provide agriculturalists with seeds and hand tools for the next planting season and enable them to acquire oxen to plough their lands. As livestock production is crucial for the survival and welfare of pastoral communities, FAO is appealing for US$ 2,490,000 for livestock interventions. In this context, the focus will be on assisting pastoralists to restock their cattle.

“It is vitally important that current relief operations continue until at least the end of the year 2000. The new appeal highlights additional food needs and seeks assistance in a number of other priority sectors, including health, water shelter, logistics and agriculture. A good donor response to the appeal is essential if we are to respond effectively to the current crisis and to help pave the way for an eventual recovery,” said Samuel Nyambi, United Nations Resident Coordinator in Ethiopia. UN agencies taking part in the appeal are WFP, UNICEF, WHO, UNFPA, FAO as well as IOM.

Ends

For more information please contact any of the following members of the UN Country Team:

(all numbers prefixed with +251 1, if calling from outside Ethiopia)

Office of the UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator, Rosa Malango:
44 44 00   (fax: 51-12-92)

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator: 
51-10-25   (fax: 51-51-47)

UN Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia, Caroline Stiebler:
51-37-25   (fax: 51-12-92)
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