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WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 29 August 2003




Relief Food – Port Update

Some 612,000 tons of food aid for Ethiopia are expected through Djibouti port between August and December. Of this, the WFP portion is 250,000 tons. A total of up to 186,000 tons are expected in September and 220,000 tons in October. Food aid arrivals from January to July 2003 were 971,000 tons, thus total for the year through Djibouti will be over 1.58 million tons. In addition, some food aid shipments are coming via Berbera in northern Somalia; 35,000 tons are expected between September and December 2003, while 40,000 tons arrived via this route earlier in the year. WFP is currently receiving certain consignments (20,000 tons of wheat flour and 200 tons of oil) in a considerable number of containers; a total of over 1,300 containers are expected. With the help of government authorities, arrangements have been made to de-stuff (empty) the containers inside Ethiopia with minimum additional documentation. 

FAO Agricultural Emergency Coordination Meeting in SNNPR

A one day workshop of federal and regional agricultural Bureaus, NGOs and UN agencies was organized on 26 August 2003 at the DPPO meeting hall in Awassa. Participants reviewed the existing agricultural need assessment, implementation, monitoring and coordination and information sharing situations and identified key gaps in the coordination of the agricultural emergency interventions. As a result, establishment of the regional agriculture task force is recommended to technically stream line the agricultural (crop and livestock) emergency and recovery interventions in the region. The regional agriculture bureau will lead the task force, while agricultural NGOs and UN agencies will be active members. Other major constraints in crop, livestock and capacity building were also identified and recommended specific solutions to overcome the identified problems.

POLIO, MEASLES AND VITAMIN A CAMPAIGN LAUNCHed IN SOMALI REGION

The Ministry of Health, WHO and UNICEF launched a weeklong polio and measles vaccination and vitamin A supplementation campaign in Somali Region, as part of a global effort to rid the world of polio by 2005.  Ethiopia is not yet free of the scourge of polio, a crippling disease which needs three years of close surveillance without new cases before the country can be certified polio-free.  A total of 845,000 children under five years of age are being targeted to receive oral polio vaccine during two rounds of the campaign from 29 August to 5 September and early October in all zones of Somali Region. In addition, the campaign provides the opportunity to reach 789,000 children from 6 months through 14 years of age with measles vaccine and vitamin A supplementation in Jijiga and Gode zones. The remaining 5 zones of Somali Region, which have not conducted measles and vitamin A campaigns in 2003 will be targeted in early 2004. To direct this massive campaign, reach all children in remote, inaccessible and insecure border areas of the region, 8,750 staff, comprising health workers, social-mobilisers, support staff and supervisors, will conduct a house-to-house campaign.  The challenge in Somali Region will be to reach all children, especially as many parts of the region remain insecure and inaccessible; and as the majority of Somalis are pastoralists, mobile communities. 

US Congressional Delegation Travels to Ethiopia

Three Members of the US House of Representatives, Committee on International Relations, traveled to Ethiopia from 28 to 29 August to study food security issues and the social sectors it impacts. The Democratic Congressional Delegation was comprised of Representative Barbara Lee from California, Representative Donna Christian-Christensen from the US Virgin Islands and Representative Sheila Jackson Lee from Texas. The Delegation visited Southern Nations Nationality and Peoples Region (SNNPR) to visit a food distribution site, a hospital, a recently opened TFC in Lyirgale, coffee co-op and a savings and credit. Following the trip to the south, the delegation will meet with high-level government officials.
German Government Finances Relief Program in Ziway-Dugda, Arsi-Zone

76,000 people in 27 kebeles of Ziway-Dugda and Arsi zones are supported by food-for-work and food allocations. With approximately USD 2 million, the program started in May and will continue up to October. 3,549 MT of wheat, 275 MT pulses and 174 MT oil are utilized. In addition 9,000 goats are distributed to 1,750 needy households for restocking after the loss of animals in 2002. The beneficiaries were identified in a new participatory public community targeting. The food-for-work is utilized mainly for the construction/ rehabilitation of 130 km roads in the district. The program was supplemented by a grant from USAID/OFDA for the purchase of 700 MT of seeds.  German Agro Action (GAA) is executing the program with Oromo Self Help Organization (OSHO).
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