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WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 25 July 2003




Summary of Belg Assessments Ready for Release by End Next Week
The Early Warning Department of the DPPC plans to issue a five-page summary on the outcome of the government-led multi-agency Belg (short season) assessments at the end of next week (week of 28 July). The report will include data on the expected rise in beneficiary figures. Assessment teams returned from assessing all Belg crop-producing areas of the country and pastoral areas of Afar and Somali Region.

UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator on mission to NY and Washington D.C 
Mr. Samuel Nyambi, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Ethiopia, has left the country for New York and Washington to participate in briefings on the current situation in the country and long-term approaches to the new food security initiatives. During his visit, he will meet with the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for the Humanitarian Crisis in the Horn of Africa for meetings with the IMF, World Bank and US Government. The visit will be from July 23 to August 1 2003. 

World Vision Starts TFC and Targeted supplementary feeding in Omo Sheleko

The situation in Kembata Tembaro zone of SNNPR is particularly critical because the area experienced an extended dry spell in May that resulted in a total failure of maize and haricot beans in certain areas of the zone, including the woreda of Omo Sheleko. Outbreaks of malaria in the Omo Sheleko have also added pressure to an already stressed population.  The number of drought-affected in Kembata Tembaro zone who need immediate food assistance is 85,500. Out of this number, 28,500 are in Omo Sheleko zone, making it one of the worst affected areas in SNNPR. As part of preparedness and response measures, World Vision (WV) Ethiopia conducted a nutrition survey in Omo Sheleko in June, 2003. Results show a global acute malnutrition rate of 12.9% and a severe malnutrition rate of 1.7%. These rates are estimated to be much higher in remote pockets of Omo Sheleko. The situation of malnutrition is complicated by illness in 46.6% of those surveyed, with the most common illnesses being diarrhea, fever and malaria. Among children who were ill, 68.4% did not attend a health center for treatment, the vast majority of these cases for lack of financial resources.  In a woreda with such a high rate of malnutrition, a therapeutic feeding program addressing the needs of those severely malnourished, coupled with a targeted supplemental feeding program to prevent further wasting in moderately malnourished children and pregnant and lactating women is of paramount importance in order to save the lives of children and prevent further deterioration of their nutritional status. The proposed therapeutic and targeted supplementary feeding programs will also complement ongoing and expanded general ration distribution within Omo Sheleko. The proposed project is a three-month nutritional rehabilitation project targeting approximately 700 severely malnourished children, 2,056 moderately malnourished children, 2,621 pregnant and 2,262 lactating women in Omo Sheleko Woreda of Kembata Tembaro zone, SNNPR. The TFC is situated in Mudula health center and started operations on July 7 and currently has 36 children. UNICEF is providing  staff training and TFC supplies  while operational costs which are estimated at US$183,000 are covered by WV.

German Agro Action starts combined Food-for-work and Cash-for-work program 

German Agro Action (GAA) together with Organisation for the Rehabilitation and Development in Amhara (ORDA) starts a new relief programm in three woredas (East and West Belessa, Ibnat). Approximately 1 million work days will be covered with 50% food and 50% cash assistance. The program is financed by the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation. The total volume is Euro 850,000. The implementation period extends from July until December. The work being carried out concentrates on protection and development of natural resources, specifically biophysical soil and water conservation, gully-rehabilitation, road construction and rehabilitation; water supply and reforestation. 50% of the ~15,000 beneficiaries will be women. The biological component involves traditional Soil and Water Conservation plants such as Euphorbia, Aloe, Eleusine etc and new species (Sesbania, Vetiver, Banagras, etc.) The food-for-work component is based on a basket ration of 3kg wheat, 0.15 kg chickpeas and 0.12 kg oil per day. The cash-for-work component is seven birr per day. The mixed program guarantees the required food supply as well as the advantages of the cash-element including free purchase decision by beneficiaries, less transport/storage cost, easier handling, and advantages for local economy. The relief food is purchased locally.
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