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The launch of Appeal update 2003 POSTPONED to 5 september

The launch of the appeal update, which was scheduled for 29 August, has been rescheduled for Friday, 5 September 2003, at 9:30 a.m. at the DPPC conference hall. His Excellency, Mr. Simon Mechale, DPPC Commissioner, will be out of the country and hence unable to attend and chair this important event. 

EMERGENCY WATER SUPPLIES BEING DISTRIBUTED IN DROUGHT AFFECTED REGIONS

UNICEF is distributing water equipment donated from the Norwegian Government to the worst affected regions. The danger of ground water contamination increases as surface water runs into rivers and flooding may affect ground water sources. Contaminated water usually increases the number of people suffering from water-borne diseases. The Regional Water Bureaus in SNNPR, Somali, Oromia, Amhara, Gambella, Tigray, Harar and Afar are distributing emergency supplies, valued at US $ 775,000 for the worst affected communities. The equipment includes 5 water purification kits. Each kit has a self-contained water purification unit and a pump that can purify 4,000 liters of water per hour to serve 5,000 people. The distributed emergency water supplies further contain 30,000 foldable water containers, 1,620 emergency drinking water kits, 140 three thousand liter foldable water tanks, eight 5,000 liters foldable water tanks and 156 water taps. Currently, 1.9 million or 45% of those 4.2 million people in need, have been assisted with emergency interventions and the provision of longer-term water facilities.

Cash-for-work program in North and South Gonder zone finalized and evaluated

German Agro Action (GAA) with its implementing partner, the Organization for the Rehabilitation and Development of Amhara (ORDA) has finalized a combined Food-For-Work and Cash-For-Work relief program in Ibnat and Belessa Woredas in Amhara Region. The program was co-financed by the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation with 10.7 million Ethiopian Birr. The Cash-For-Work (CFW) component has been evaluated, revealing these major results: 1) Predominant preference of beneficiaries for CFW; 2) CFW contributed to substantial asset creation at household level; 3) Food consumption improved both in quantity and quality; 4) Misuse of cash has not been identified; 5) The advantages of CFW on beneficiary and implementation level have been proved; 6) Security in handling huge cash amounts was never at risk. 7) Market prices have not been affected; 8) Food availability in markets was good. From November 2002 until June 2003, 1.1 million workdays have been executed, mainly for the improvement of natural resources for increased local food production and for infrastructure investments (roads, water supply). Out of the ~13,000 recipients, 35% were women. Including family members, some 50,000 people benefited from the program. The cash volume disbursed was US $ 577,367. The study will be available in September.

Assessment in Tigray region identify additional beneficiaries

The Relief Society of Tigray (REST) in collaboration with the Tigray Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) and a multi-sectoral team of experts from the Bureaus of Agriculture, Health and Water assessed food needs and overall human and livestock health condition. The assessments were conducted in 10 highly drought affected woredas.  The assessments found, that the number of people needing food assistance increased from 1,831,600 to an unprecedented 2,035,080 in Eastern, Southern and Central zones of Tigray. The team will also conduct nutritional assessments in Hintalo Wajerat, Ahferom and Mereb Leke Woredas to determine future emergency and recovery needs. 

MKC-RDa is implementing releif and rehabilitation programs 
in Shebedino and boricha woredas in snnpr 

Meserete Kristos Church Relief and Development Association (MKC-RDA) is implementing relief and rehabilitation programs in Shebedino and Boricha Woredas of SNNPR. Due to the recurrent drought in the area, more than 38,000 people are affected by food shortage, out of which MKC-RDA, in collaboration with other NGOs, is assisting 31,504 people from 8 kebeles in Boricha Woreda. MKC-RDA is also distributing supplementary food to 1,800 children since April. MKC-RDA started working in Shebedino and Boricha Woredas in May 2001. The NGO has been the first non-governmental organization that started with relief and rehabilitation programs and is planning to continue until January 2005.  
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