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 Food Distributions; 15kg cereal ration confirmed FOR july/August 

Scheduled June food distributions, still continuing in some areas, are reaching 12.3 million people with 175,000 tons of cereals, of which approximately 50% is covered by the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) using bilateral and WFP food, and the remainder by NGOs. Most June beneficiaries are receiving a cereal ration of 12.5 kg per person per month. For July and August, current planning figures are 11 million and 10 million beneficiaries respectively, and the government has confirmed that the cereal ration is being increased to the original planned 15 kg per person per month. This decision, applauded by UN, was made by the DPPC on the basis of the good donor response. There are sufficient supplies pledged and available to cover full ration cereal needs until the end of the year at current requirements, however needs will be adjusted upwards on the basis of the findings of the belg assessment which are about to be released. The cereal requirements for July are 167,000 tons, and for August (before possible adjustments) 150,000 tons. When supplies are sufficient, supplementary rations of oil and CSB are given to the most vulnerable part of the population (35 % of the beneficiaries). 

Congestion in Port of DJIBOUTI due to high level arrivals of food

A high level of arrivals of food aid in Djibouti Port has led to some congestion. This is partially due to the diversion to Djibouti of one vessel originally scheduled to off-load in Berbera in Somaliland, which is now waiting at anchor in Djibouti. Currently five vessels are off-loading a total of more than 128,000 tons of relief cargo. Total food aid arrivals in June were 222,700 tons (almost all of this was emergency food), while in July a total of over 250,000 tons is expected. Congestion has eased somewhat with the deployment of 100 government of Ethiopia trucks sub-contracted from the Department of Defence with the assistance of the government and main donors, by the commercial transporter responsible for most of the movement of food from the port to the main warehouses inside Ethiopia. An additional 100 government trucks are in the process of being deployed. Off-take of cereals has remained high, averaging 6,000-9,000 tons a day over recent weeks. Efforts are being made to improve the delivery to Ethiopia of urgently needed vegetable oil and CSB which have recently arrived in Djibouti but because of the large quantities of wheat being moved have only been discharged into warehouses in the port. Dispatches of cereals for current distributions within Ethiopia do not depend on the physical arrival of supplies from the port, as the revolving stocks of the Emergency Food Security Reserve continue to be used for loans based on confirmed pledges.

Major Non-Food Assessment in Drought-Affected Regions Underway

A rapid health and nutritional assessment has been kicked off this week as part of a non-food assessment coordinated jointly by the Ministry of Health, UN agencies and NGOs. The assessment will be carried out in the drought-affected regions of Somali, Oromia, Amhara and SNNP from July 16. The aim of the one-week assessment is to collect relevant information to rapidly identify the existence and magnitude of health and nutritional problems, existing response capacities to these potential problems and to prioritize the basic needs that require immediate response. The assessment will consist of data gathering at regional, zonal, woreda and health facility levels, including focus group discussions with concerned groups such as community elders and women. The assessment will provide useful information about the non-food situation in the worst affected areas of Ethiopia and will, with important inputs from NGOs, update the joint UN/Government appeal from January 2003.


CARE Ethiopia: East/West Hararghe Emergency Update 

CARE Ethiopia has launched a voucher based seed program to meet the seed requirement during the current meher (main rainy) season in nine drought-hit woredas in East and West Haraghe zones in Oromiya State. The seed program launched in June made it possible for farmers to choose their preferred crop and variety of seeds as well as time frame for planting. The initiative aims to address a number of chronic seed problems by providing 86,000 family heads with three vouchers worth 20 birr each. The vouchers provide enough resources to enable drought-affected farmers to purchase between 25 and 30 kg of local seeds of their choice. CARE has completed familiarization workshops for beneficiary community representatives, government officials, CARE monitors and traders to ensure the successful implementation of the program and ensure that there is no price fixing between traders or exchange of cash for vouchers. The project will be completed next August and implemented with the US$877,500 donation from the US government through the US Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA). 
UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator is on mission to NY and Washington D.C 
Mr. Samuel Nyambi, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Ethiopia, has left the country to travel to the States to hold meetings and briefings on current situation and long-term approaches to the new food security initiatives. During his visit, he is expected to meet with the UN Secretariat Unit, UNDGO and UNDP in New York as well as World Bank, IMF and USAID in Washington D.C. from July 23 to August 1 2003
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