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WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 17 OCTOBER 2003





International Resources Group to carry out studies in snnpr

The U.S. Agency for International Development’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) contracted the International Resources Group (IRG) to carry out studies focusing on two objectives in Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples Region (SNNPR), Ethiopia. The first objective is to undertake a rapid assessment looking at all areas of SNNPR, especially those that have not yet been addressed by the humanitarian community, with a particular emphasis on health, nutrition, and livelihood issues. The team will identify locations for further assessments. The rapid assessment team was deployed on 29th  September and will be submitting findings within 30 days. Under the second objective, the IRG team will assess the range of socioeconomic issues in SNNPR that have contributed to the current crises. These issues include the linkages between food security, drought, decentralization, health, debt, resettlement, and livelihood sustenance. The IRG team will develop a series of actionable and innovative response options based on the assessment upon which USAID/OFDA will implement an emergency livelihoods strategy. This study will begin tentatively on 1st November and will last 90 days.


NORWEGIAN OFFICIALS VISIT SNNPR
A delegation from the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Norwegian Embassy traveled to SNNPR to visit UNICEF and Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) emergency water and health relief projects in Konso, Lante/Gamo Gofa, Soddo and Arsi. The Norwegian Government has been a generous contributor to UNICEF's emergency efforts pledging more than US$ 263,000 in 2002-2003 for health and nutrition and crosscutting sector activities. In addition, the Norwegian Government has made almost US$ 2.4 million in in-kind donations, including supplementary food supplies such as BP-5 and BP-100 fortifying biscuits, mosquito nets, and water purification equipment.

World Vision relief interventions in snnpr

World Vision (VW) is going to implement relief projects in five drought-affected woredas of SNNPR in October 2003 using US$ 1 million cash that has been allocated by the Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA). The relief projects aim to save lives, reduce human suffering and contribute to rehabilitation of livelihood addressing 12,000 most vulnerable families. Additionally, WV is engaged in a water trucking operation to five therapeutic feeding centers (TFCs) in SNNPR. WV implements selective feeding programs in 7 woredas reaching over 34,254 children under five, pregnant and nursing women.

Emergency Water Supply Project, Guraghe Zone, SNNPR

A relief water supply project for chronically drought-affected communities in Meskan and Mareko Woredas is under implementation by German Agro Action (GAA) and Rural Community Water Development Organization (COWDO). The project benefits 20,100 people. Financed mainly by USAID/OFDA, the initiative establishes six wells with hand pumps and rehabilitates seven wells with new pumps. Training of community technicians, organizing water user committees and educating in hygiene and sanitation are carried out simultaneously. The project supplements a long-term water development program of GAA/COWDO in the woreda.

POLIO CAMPAIGN TARGETS 2.1 MILLION ETHIOPIAN CHILDREN

The Ministry of Health launched a house-to-house polio campaign targeting 2.1 million children under-five years of age on 17th October as part of the Sub-National Immunization Days (SNIDs). Some 274,000 children under the age of five in Afar and another 70,000 in Gambella will be immunized by the end of the year. Ethiopia is not yet free of the scourge of polio, a crippling disease, which needs three years of close surveillance without new cases before the country can be certified polio-free. The United States Government through the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the US Agency for International Development (USAID) as well as the Japanese Government and Rotary International are paying for the total polio campaign costs of US$ 1.45 million. Almost 100 Rotary members from the United States, Canada and Europe have traveled to Ethiopia to help facilitate the campaign and immunize as many children as possible. To conduct this campaign successfully, 10,438 health workers (vaccinators and guides) are being deployed.
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