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WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 11 July 2003





Special Envoy, Mr. Martti Ahtisaari Visits Ethiopia
Mr. Martti Ahtisaari, recently appointed Special Envoy of the Secretary–General for the Humanitarian Crisis in the Horn of Africa, traveled to Ethiopia on an official visit from 2 to 6 July 2003. Mr. Ahtisaari met with Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and with Commissioner Simon Mechale of the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC), Chairman of the Task Force on Food Security. They discussed the current crises and long term strategies to alleviate the chronic food insecurity in parts of Ethiopia.  Mr. Ahtisaari also traveled to SNNPR to witness first hand the humanitarian efforts of the government, UN agencies and NGOs in this hard hit area of the country. In the regional capital Awassa, Mr. Ahtisaari met with the Regional President Haile Mariam and regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) officials. Issues of discussion were the ongoing relief operations and how to avoid similar crises in the future. Mr. Ahtisaari stated, “ I welcome the generous response of the donor community to address the immediate emergency food and non-food needs for the most vulnerable populations, and I urge continued efforts to meet the remaining emergency requirements for this year”. 


MALARIA OUTBREAKS INCREASE VULNERABILITY IN DROUGHT-AFFECTED AREAS

The number of people affected by malaria is increasing due to irregular weather patterns in many parts of the country. In SNNPR alone, a region highly affected by the current drought, more than 150,000 people have been treated for malaria in the last 3 months, according to the Regional Health Bureau (RHB). Several zones in Amhara region are also reported to be experiencing an unusual high prevalence of malaria, and outbreaks have occurred in areas never affected by malaria before. Malaria affects 4 to 5 million Ethiopians every year and is prevalent in 75% of the country, putting over 40 million people at risk. The disease accounts for 7% percent of outpatient visits to health clinics and represents the largest single cause of morbidity. It is estimated that only 20% of children under five who experience malarial episodes visit existing clinics. The impact of malaria is exacerbated by the weakened conditions of the people, especially children, living in the hardest-hit areas. As part of the Roll Back Malaria Campaign, UNICEF, WHO, the World Bank, the Government and other partners are focusing on areas with high malaria incidence and targeting the most vulnerable such as pregnant women and under-five children. Measures to combat the disease include spraying of breeding sites and homesteads, health education, early diagnosis and treatment and distribution of insecticide-treated nets (ITNs). Since 2000, a total of 917,000 nets have been procured and distributed by UNICEF, including 257,000 nets recently distributed to drought-affected populations. Much more is needed though to comprehensively tackle this enormous problem.

CRS/Ethiopia Emergency response in East Shoa and Arsi Zones

CRS/Ethiopia supported by the Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) of USAID is assisting in meeting the seed and water needs of East Shoa and Arsi zones. In collaboration with Alemtena Catholic Church CRS/Ethiopia is currently carrying out Seed Fairs and Vouchers targeting 8,588 farm families in Dugda Bora woreda, Arsi Zone. CRS has also recently provided emergency maize seed for 4,299 households in the same woreda through Alemtena Catholic Church. An expanded program of direct seed purchase and distribution will be carried out in Dodota Sire, Adama and Siraro woredas in East Shoa Zone and Sinana Dinsho woreda in Bale Zone for approximately 36,366 households. In addition, CRS/Ethiopia is currently carrying out water tankering in Dodota Sire woreda through Wonji Catholic Church. Rehabilitation of existing water sources and new borehole drilling are underway in Adama and Dugda Bora woredas. To date, CRS/Ethiopia has earmarked US$1.4 million for Seed Fairs and Vouchers and direct seed purchase and distribution program and an additional US$939,000 for Water and Sanitation activities in drought affected areas in the country. 

ICRC and ERCS started second round seed distribution 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Ethiopian Red Cross Society (ERCS) began the second phase of distribution of local varieties of seeds to farmers in SNNPR whose latest crop partially or completely failed. With the start of the “Meher” rains, it is hoped that this input will considerably help the families that are still suffering from the dramatic consequences of the drought. In order to enhance crop production, 1,000 quintals of locally produced organic fertilizer and 500 quintals of UREA were distributed in addition to some 6,405 quintals of locally purchased chickpeas, maize, haricot-beans and wheat seeds. The distributions were carried out last week in Sidama and Wolayta woredas of SNNPR for some 5,500 families. This will soon be followed by distributions in Gursum, Boke and Dorelebu Woredas of Oromia Regional State, which will cover some additional 50,000 families. Various varieties of fruit trees are also being distributed in some areas of SNNPR and similar distributions will soon start in Gursum, with the aim of fighting soil erosion and bringing nutritional diversity to the population.
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