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DPPC PREPARING FOR MULTI-AGENCY ASSESSMENT

The Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission is currently making preparations for multi-agency (DPPC/WFP/NGOs) assessment teams to conduct a special reassessment exercise in areas where regional authorities have indicated that people currently classified as under close monitoring need to be included in relief food distributions.  

WFP: ENCOURAGING PERFORMANCE IN RELIEF OPERATION AND SHIPPING OPERATION

A significant achievement was realized in the relief operations in the past two months, when food distributions of 94,000 tonnes reached over seven million people in January, and over 100,000 tonnes were dispatched for February distributions to eight million people.  NGOs are currently distributing 46 percent of the total food aid per month.  While there are encouraging signs of the food crisis being generally under control, the number of those in need will increase to over 11 million people by April, and there are pockets of serious needs that are additional to the requirements assessed three months ago. Cereal rations have been 12.5 kg/person/month, rather than the planned 15 kg/person/month, in most areas where distributions are taking place in order to make sure that pledges received so far can cover needs as widely as possible over coming months. Even at this ration rate, cereal pledges cover needs only until June. Pledges for supplementary food are also insufficient. Further donor support is crucial to build on what has been possible so far, to ensure adequate support to the targeted populations until the next main harvest in late 2003. The current shortfall is over 600,000 tonnes, or 42 percent of total requirements for the year of 1.46 million tonnes. Regarding port operation, WFP and other relief agencies were able to off-load and transport 114,000 tons of relief food from Djibouti port into Ethiopia in January and 73,000 tons in February. The highest bulk discharge rate so far recorded was 6,800 tons per day from a WFP vessel in early January. This good performance was made possible by good vessel arrival coordination and continued cooperation from Djibouti Port authorities on prompt berthing of relief vessels.

Addendum Scheduled for Launch ON 14 March 2003
The addendum to the Emergency Assistance Requirements and Implementation Options for 2003 is now scheduled for presentation on Friday, 14 March 2003. It is the culmination of collaborative efforts in the major sectors of humanitarian intervention: food, health, water and agriculture and livestock with attention also being paid to the important issues of HIV/AIDS, education, protection and recovery that are not traditionally addressed through the annual appeal mechanism. Government leads the coordination of these sectors and each sector presentation reflects the result of discussions and exchanges held among operational partners. Without intending for the addendum to become weighty, it will be presented as a compendium of implementation options (as indicated in the appeal) and will identify to the degree possible opportunities that donors can consider supporting.
SC-US Ongoing Emergency Interventions 

As a response to the current drought in the country, Save the Children USA (SC-US) is implementing various programs in the worst affected areas of Somali, Amhara and Oromiya regions. In Somali and East Hararghe regions SC-US is planning to distribute 15,168 tons of food for 270,860 beneficiaries between January and May 2003. So far, 4,820 tons of food has been distributed to 259,820 beneficiaries. In addition, SC-US has provided four water tankers (each with a capacity of 4,000 liters) for Ayisha, Shinille and Dembel districts of Somali region while distributing over 2.2 million liters of water to 50,000 beneficiaries in 22 distribution sites of the same districts over the course of their intervention. Regarding livestock, a team from SC-US conducted a vaccination campaign in which over 300,000 livestock were vaccinated and treated. Moreover, SC-US has conducted nutritional surveys jointly with SC-UK and DPPC in pastoral/agro-pastoral areas of Erer, Ayisha, Shinille, Miesso, Afdem and Dembel districts of Somali region to estimate the prevalence of acute malnutrition and thereby forward recommendations for interventions. The findings of the survey will be communicated to all relevant agencies in early March 2003. All programs are funded by USAID/JEOP (Joint Emergency Operation Plan).
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