[image: image1.jpg]WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 31 JANUARY 2003





MSF-Holland sets up Therapeutic feeding centre for migrants in bale zone

MSF-Holland is setting up a Therapeutic Feeding Center (TFC) in the Shawe Camp of Bale Zone that should immediately assist 120 severely malnourished children in the camp. UNICEF agreed to lend 1000kg of F100 supplementary food equivalent to for 4 weeks supply for the severely malnourished in the TFC. According to the Regional DPPB there are approximately 37,000 people that migrated mostly from East ad West Hararghe. The daily influx is said to be between 40 and 100 people. In Shawe Camp the Ethiopian Evangelical Church – Mekane Yesus (EECMY) screened a total of 4,029 children through weight for height and found 15% Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM). In general, health services for these migrants in the Shawe Camp and in another camp named Chire (approximately 400 households), are inadequate and mortality rate among the migrated people is therefore relatively high (higher than 1/10,000/day). General food distributions are on-going with 12.5kg/person/month. However, new arrivals are not immediately included and food rations therefore shared among all who suffer. The Regional DPPB completed and formulated the resettlement plan but the Government still has not yet fixed an implementation date. Nevertheless, registration for resettlement of the migrants has started this week.

humanitarian conditions for people in hartiskeik deteriorating 
Due to the border closure during October 2002 generally the food security situation of the population in Hartisheik town and the IDPs, many of whom have been in Hartisheik for over 10 years, has been deteriorating. IDPs along with local population have been receiving irregular food aid from DPPC. In December around 63 MT of food aid were distributed to 2,120 families and each household collected 30kg of wheat. Food was also received in October. For January about the same amount of food aid has been allocated but dispatches are being delayed due to late organization of tendering for transport. Since the border was closed almost all economic activities in and around town stopped. In Hartisheik that once was the biggest trading center in southeastern Ethiopia, all stores are closed or empty. The business community moved to Togwajale on the other side of the border in Somaliland. Out of 20 restaurants that used to operate before, where IDP children used to collect left over food, only three survived. With the breakdown of the local economy people that could not afford to leave are starting to suffer from lack of food and other basic necessities. Furthermore, Hartisheik has to cope with a chronic shortage of water. The rains in 2002 were very poor and birkeds (local underground water tanks) are empty and the closest water source is 40 kilometers away. Only 5 private water tankers are now operating in the area out of 25 tankers before the Ethiopian Government started to install more efficient border controls. The water is delivered to whoever can pay which leaves IDPs and other poor people without water. Many people roam around town begging for water. Due to general food and water shortage, admission to the feeding center run by the local NGO Mother and Child Development Organization (MCDO) with UNICEF support increased from 215 in December 2002 to 467 in January 2003. The situation in Hartisheik that people there are facing is of longer term and therefore needs longer-term solutions. There is an urgent need that the Government and partners discuss and come up with projects and programs for a durable, sustainable solution. There are reasons to believe that if only emergency interventions are being implemented, that there will be no solution and the situation for the affected people will even get worse. 

GRAIN PRICES CONTINUE TO RISE IN ETHIOPIA
Grain prices in Ethiopia continue to rise despite the delayed harvest finally arriving in the market. According to data provided by the Famine Early Warning System (FEWSnet) and the Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise (EGTE), Addis Ababa was the first market to show price increases in October, the usual time of harvest and of subsequent price decline. As of December 2002, maize prices are 67% higher than the average of the last five years of the same month  in Addis Ababa. Other major markets also show above average prices, ranging from approximately 50%, 30% and 15% above average for maize sorghum and wheat respectively.

unicef: Rehabilitates Water Pumps and deliveries Essential Drug kits  

During the past month UNICEF supported the rehabilitation of 60 hand pumps and 5 power pump schemes in 9 woredas in West and East Hararghe zones, benefiting 47,500 people. A new 196 meters deep well is also drilled in Tutuftu, Mieso woreda, West Hararghe zone. The Government of Japan is funding these UNICEF-supported activities. Similarly, UNICEF has delivered 36 essential drug kits to Jijiga for emergency relief efforts. These kits will be used to treat up to 360,000 beneficiaries for three months in 9 zones of the Somali region. Other emergency supplies delivered this week include syringes with needles, therapeutic milk and hospital equipment. 
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