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Concerns about the EFSR 

With the increased loans of cereals, the Ethiopian Emergency Food Security Reserve (EFSR) has been under great pressure. In January, the physical stocks have been below the normal minimum operational level of 100,000 tonnes, with outstanding loans of over 300,000 tonnes. However, repayments for loans made in 2002 are scheduled for repayment before the end of March. Moreover, major donors are making efforts to ensure early shipments of recently confirmed contributions. If these shipments arrive on schedule, the stocks in the Reserve should be able to cope with the anticipated borrowings for March and April.

Pipeline update
Donor pledges of relief food to Government, WFP and NGOs have reached around 770,000 tonnes, which will cover 54 percent of the 2003 requirements. Cereal requirements are 55 percent covered while blended food needs are only around 33 percent covered. For cereals, the contributions will meet needs until mid-June, though at a reduced ration rate (12.5 kg versus 15 kg per person per month). In January, dispatches of cereals to final distribution points reached over 90,000 tonnes for 7.4 million people; in February, distributions are expected to reach 100,000 tonnes for 8 million people. For fortified blended food, only half of the requirements for January-June can be covered with current contributions; in January, around 5,000 tonnes have been distributed. In view of nutritional status concerns in many areas, agencies are stepping up efforts to resource more blended food.

CARE Ethiopia: East and West Hararghe Food Distribution Update
Currently the Joint Emergency Operation Plan’s (JEOP’S) December food dispatch and distribution is being completed. To date over 98% of the total JEOP food allocation for East and West Hararghe has been dispatched and received. Over 60% of JEOP food allocated for the West has been distributed, in the East December distribution is almost complete.  Distribution of January’s JEOP food is now underway. In West Hararghe approximately 31% of January’s food has been distributed; in East Hararghe, January distribution is being completed. 
Highlights of West Hararghe Nutrition Survey
A follow-up nutrition survey was conducted in West Hararghe on 24 January - 3 February 2003 by CARE Ethiopia with technical and logistical support from GOAL and WFP. The woredas surveyed were Chiro, Meisso, Habro, Anchar, Daro Lebu, Boke and Kuni. Two surveys were conducted simultaneously in the highland and lowland areas of the zone. The survey data is being processed and a full report will be out within 2 weeks. Preliminary unofficial review of the survey indicates that levels of malnutrition have dropped since the September survey. However, there are some areas that are not covered by the 30X30 cluster survey but that have very high levels of malnutrition, indicating that the nutrition status in this area is not homogeneous. 
MoA to supply emergency seed and livestock drugs for drought-hit areas
The Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) has submitted three project proposals to DPPC on emergency seed supply, livestock drug and vaccine supply and forage seed distribution and fodder bank establishment for the drought-hit areas of the country. The total budget required for the implementation of these projects is 39.7 million Birr. So far, MoA secured 8.5 million Birr from DPPC, of which around 5.4 million Birr is for purchase and distribution of short and long cycle crops and 3 million is for supply of livestock drugs and vaccines. To fill the shortfall for the emergency seed supply program the ministry also submitted two proposals to the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development (MoFED) for 6 million Birr. FAO is expected to fund these proposals. 

OFDA grants US$ 7 million in response to the drought
The USAID Office for Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) has granted US$ 7.2 million in response to the current drought. The funding will be channeled through various NGOs and will support primary health, nutrition, water and agricultural activities in Oromiya region and agricultural activities and nutrition in Amhara, Afar and Somali regions. 
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