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REST reports increasing conCern in Tigray region
With crop production down drastically across the Tigray region as a result of poor and erratic rainfall combined with reduced agricultural input use, over 2 million people or 60% of the region's population are at risk of hunger during 2003.  According to the Relief Society of Tigray (REST), worst affected areas are the eastern, southern and central zones. Malnutrition is now serious to severe in worst affected areas (rising incidence of marasmus and kwashiorkor). Although there are no reports of epidemic episodes, due to the existing poor health and nutritional condition of the people, epidemics are likely to occur in the near future. Common illnesses are diarrhea, scabies, respiratory and eye infections, particularly among children under the age of five. This deteriorating health situation is exacerbated by the depletion of water resources and absence of blended foods up to January. To minimize the impacts of the drought on human health and nutrition, REST is currently providing a general ration to 961,418 people and supplementary food to 144,160 children. Unless further food contributions are received, relief food stocks are expected to run out in March/April. This break in the pipeline will prove catastrophic, as the peak hunger period in Tigray is June to October. Of particular concern too is the need for blended food on an ongoing basis if deterioration of nutrition status is to be avoided. If funding is available, additional measures such as to conduct nutritional surveys in 10 woredas, will be taken to avert disaster.  In line with the REST policy, all relief food is provided within a development framework. In 2003 EGS activities focus on water harvesting and in particular the development of ponds and open hand dug wells for additional irrigation. The aim is to use relief food to address immediate food needs as well as the root causes of food insecurity in the Tigray region.

US ambassador to the UN Food and Agriculture Agencies visits Drought Affected areas 

The WFP Country Director accompanied US Ambassador Tony Hall, US Mission to the UN Food and Agriculture Agencies in Rome together with other representatives from the American Embassy in Rome and USAID Ethiopia on a field trip in Oromiya region. The mission visited Dodota Sire district of Arsi zone and a WFP development project site in Adama district of East Showa zone. DPPC Commissioner Simon Mechale accompanied the mission to Sodo, Guraghe and Silte zones of SNNPR. Following the visit, the mission announced an additional food contribution of 27,000 MT, valued at approximately US$ 12.2 million and a non-food contribution worth US$ 7.2 million for the NGO consortia emergency program.

CARE Ethiopia continues to distributE Food to East and West Hararghe
 CARE Ethiopia just released findings of the new interagency nutrition survey conducted in West Hararghe indicates that nutrition conditions are slowly improving but are still serious. The large-scale food distribution of the last four months appears to be having some effects on people’s nutritional status. Preliminary results found that in the lowland and dry midland areas of West Hararghe, Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates in children under five have dropped from the severe 15.2% reported last September to still serious and preoccupying 11.2% this month. Similarly, Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) rates have dropped from 3.6% to 0.9%. In East Hararghe, December food distributions have been completed and January distributions are being completed with a one-month delay. Due to continued pipeline delays February food was not authorized for release until the 14th of the month. As a result, February relief food is just being received. In West Hararghe, distribution delays are similar with December distributions just being completed and with January distributions still underway. Warehouse capacity and problems with beneficiary lists have caused delays but the remaining portion of January’s allocation should be received next week. CARE’s water and sanitation program is now underway. The Organization has deployed two water engineers who are currently carrying out surveys with the Zonal Water Resource Bureaus in the region. CARE is also conducting a training series on Food Aid Targeting. The training for trainers has just been completed and the new trainers will begin training for woreda level officials and community leaders in early March.

UNICEF and EFDA Supply Safe Water to Fentale Woreda by Train
Starting this month, more than 3,000 people in Ellala and Ebiti kebeles in Fentale woreda are receiving safe water by train as part of an agreement between UNICEF and the NGO “Education for Development Association” (EFDA). The agreement, for 522,340 Birr, was signed between the partners in December 2002. Every day, 10,000 liters of water is being supplied in 400 25-liter jerry cans. In addition, 7,500 liters of water per day is being supplied by truck to 2,500 people in Tututi kebele in Fentale woreda. Diesel fuel also is being provided for eight deep well schemes in Fentale woreda since 13 January, benefiting over 10,000 people and 35,000 cattle.
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