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UNICEF Sponsors Training Workshop on the Management of Severe Malnutrition  

UNICEF is organizing two five-day training workshops on the management of severe malnutrition. The first will be in Nazareth from 24 - 28 February and the second workshop will be held in Jijiga from 3 - 7 March 2003. Emergency nutrition specialists Professor Michael Golden and Dr.Yvonne Grellety will facilitate the workshop. Professor Golden is the primary author of the 1999 WHO manual on management of severe malnutrition for physicians, and the manual to be presented at this workshop includes the latest updated information. The final day of the workshop will include sessions on reaching a consensus on standardizing the protocols for the management of severe malnutrition in Ethiopia. The workshop is intended for doctors, nurses and nutritionists who are or will be directly involved in the treatment of severe malnutrition, especially in the areas currently worst affected by the drought, as well as policy makers and those in charge of the curriculum and training of medical professionals related to treatment of severe malnutrition. In addition, following the deterioration of food security situation and the resultant increased vulnerability of the population, UNICEF is on a mission of establishing a nutrition demonstration and a therapeutic feeding center as a project in Jijiga, where severely malnourished children will be referred for treatment from health facilities. The Mother and Child Development Organization (MCDO) is implementing the project on behalf of the Regional Health Bureau (RHB) with funding from UNICEF. The project will be based at the Jijiga health center.





Update on Migrants in Bale Zone:  malnutrition & disease outbreaks severe, resettlement opportunities are being studied

Oromiya DPPC said preconditions are being arranged for a resettlement program for migrants from Shawe camp and other areas in Bale zone. Oromia DPPC confirmed that the study on the new place will be completed within the coming two weeks. But the migrants have already rejected some of the areas suggested for future resettlement because to them these places seem inappropriate and unsuitable for settlement. Meanwhile, MSF Holland conducted measles vaccination campaign for children less than 15 years among the migrants in the Shawe Camp. In addition, 10 cases of meningitis have been reported within the last two weeks. As a response MSF Holland supports the Oromiya Regional Health Bureau in starting a meningitis vaccine campaign by the end of this week. The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) is providing emergency food to more than 4,500 children and pregnant and nursing mothers. According to the Regional DPPB there are approximately 37,000 people in the camp that migrated mostly from East ad West Hararghe. The numbers of migrants are constantly growing as each day new arrivals are being registered. The migrants originate form 8 different woredas from East and West Hararghe as well as from Arsi Zones. The conditions these people live in are precarious and alarming. The numbers of children that are malnourished and need therapeutic feeding as well as the number of deaths are on the rise. Sanitary conditions are not satisfactory and are one of the reasons for disease outbreaks. Food is being distributed to approximately 18,000 people at Shawe Camp that is being shared with an additional 17,000 people. Food aid targeting is not effective. Therefore food allocated to the needy is inadequate and is one more reason for malnutrition among children. 
WFP IDp program in tigray faces funding difficulties 
There remains a residual population of war-affected Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Tigray of around 76,500 people (the number of IDPs immediately after the border conflict was over 300,000 people). The residual population cannot return to their land to resume farming activities because the border demarcation process and clearing of landmines is still on going.  Without land, the coping mechanisms for these people are very limited - these IDPs are as vulnerable as refugees. Compounding the local difficulties faced by these IDPs is the severe drought in the Tigray region. Nutrition status of this population has remained at satisfactory levels for the past year because the distributions have continued without significant breaks. With a break in pipeline for the main staple in the ration already evident (the cereals could only be at partial rations in January) and breaks for other commodities expected in the coming months, further contributions are urgently needed. The pipeline for cereal was interrupted in January and only 30% of requirements were covered; from February onwards, WFP has no further contributions, confirmed or unconfirmed. Pulses: Covered until mid-May. Fortified blended food (CSB): covered until mid-February.  Vegetable oil: Covered until end-May. It is envisaged that ICRC will be taking over relief food distributions in Erobe woreda in Eastern Tigray zone. Hence, WFP sub-office in Mekelle, along with Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) and REST (Relief Society for Tigray), will be meeting ICRC to establish the modalities to provide relief food assistance to both drought victims and the IDPs in the Erobe woreda.
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