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continuing intervention Requested to assist pastoralists in  somali region

A team from UN-EUE made an assessment mission to Shinille and Jijiga zones of the Somali region. The mission has witnessed the migration of pastoral families from the Shinille zone to other areas in the Somali region and Oromiya with their cattle in search of pasture and water. It is highly likely that the displacement will continue until the next small rains fall and the availability of pasture improves in home areas. UNICEF Jijiga reports that on 27 December DPPB has dispatched blankets and plastic sheets to the migrating pastoralist families. The regional government has also held discussions with neighbouring Oromia officials and military in Harar in order to facilitate safe passage for the migrating pastoralists.  On going relief operation in Shineli zone include general and supplementary food distribution by DPPC, ICRC, Save US and Save UK. The largest water tanckering operation ever carried out in Somali region is in place in Shineli zone at this time.  The EUE mission recommended a continuing intervention to assist the pastoralists. The full report is available at www.telecom.net.et/undp-eue/reports/shinille1202.doc
UNICEF water intervention in drought affected areas
UNICEF is extending its emergency support to Afar, Somali and SNNPR regions in the provision of clean drinking water. Tankering activities are continuing in Afar. So far, World Vision has transported 66,500 liters daily to 10,000 people in zone 1, with a ration of 7 lt/pers/day and an average distance of 38 kms from sources. APDA has transported 260,000 liters and 3,300 people are getting 10lt/pers/day in zone 1 with an average distance of 74 kms. Furthermore, NACID has delivered 400,000 liters for three sites in zone 1 for 10,000 people with a ration of 4 lt/pers/day and an average distance of 21 kms. Other partners in Afar are LWF and the MoWR. UNICEF supports the Ministry with seven trucks in zones 2, 3, 4 and 5. Altogether, 18 trucks are supported by UNICEF for the Afar region. UNICEF also supports tankering activities in six woredas of Shinile and Jijiga zones through the MoWR/DPPB and has also started this activity in West Hararghe, Oromia region. Discussions are ongoing within the Water Task Force for the better monitoring of tankering activities as well as increasing the number of water tanks in strategic places to minimize waste of time and clean water. 

54 Emergency Health Kits arrived
A total of 54 Emergency Health Kits (EHKs) have arrived in Addis Ababa over the last weekend. These kits are part of the total 164 EHKs purchased from the 1.2 million Euro, which the Government of Netherlands allocated, through WHO, for drought affected regions in Ethiopia. The remaining kits will be flown into the country on a weekly basis. It is believed that the arrival of these drugs will help to alleviate the problem of  drug shortages in the country. These drugs will serve more than 540,000 people for a period of more than three months.

UNDP funded FAO project in progress 

UNDP funded FAO project “Relief and Recovery Assistance to Drought Affected Farmers and Pastoralists” was visited by an FAO team last week. The project is planning to use the UN premises in Awash as a livestock feed depot. Identification of six feeding centers and establishment of livestock emergency feeding committee in Amibar woreda was finalized. At each feeding center, 500 breeding cows will be fed two kg of pellet feed per day for the next three months. The sites were selected based on their proximity to water points. In Mieso woreda of Somali region the same number of livestock feeding centers will be established. The sites will correspond with the OXFAM water tankering sites in the woreda.    

MEASLES VACCINATION AND VITAMIN A SUPPLEMENTATION underway

IN EAST AND WEST HARERGHE
The measles vaccination and vitamin A supplementation campaign that began on 13 December in East and West Harerghe with the support of the Ministry of Health, WHO and UNICEF, has continued. Measles vaccination coverage will be for children from 9-months to 15-years-old while vitamin A supplements are for children from 6-months to 15-years-old.  A total of 1,733,000 children in East Hararghe and West Harerghe are being targeted in the campaign that is expected to end next week.
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