[image: image1.jpg]WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 20 DECEMBER 2002





Prime Minister Meles Visits Drought-hit Areas

On 18 December Prime Minister Meles Zenawi toured drought-hit areas in Oromiya and Somali regions. In his visit, the Prime Minister talked to the drought affected people on how best the ongoing and future development projects could benefit them. Residents of Fedis District of Oromiya region and Babile District of Somali region told the Prime Minister that their crops have been destroyed, water points have dried and that they are facing food shortage. Following the visit, he said he is in a better position to understand the situation on the ground. And underlined that the government is doing everything possible to supply relief food.

UPDATE ON FOOD REQUIREMENTS AND PIPELINE
The relief food aid requirements for January-March are 415,000 tonnes: 119,000 tonnes in January for 7.3 million people; 133,000 tonnes in February for 8.1 million people; and 162,000 tonnes in March for 9.9 million people. As of 20 December, confirmed contributions that will be available for distributions in January now reach 83,000 tonnes (75,000 tonnes cereals, 8,000 tonnes fortified blended food and 200 tonnes of vegetable oil).  Against the January requirements,  coverage would be 67% for cereals, 79% for blended food and 60% for oil. While there have been concerns for the relief food pipeline beyond January, there are indications of recent progress in the confirmation of contributions for early 2003. It is anticipated that these contributions would enable the requirements for cereals in February and March to be covered.

The Norwegian Government donates a drilling rig set to UNICEF
The Norwegian Government donated a drilling rig set to UNICEF for use in improving water supply in Benishangul-Gumuz region.  The package was handed over on 19 December as part of a capacity building program for the development of rural water supply in the region. The drilling rig package that has an estimated value of US$600,000 has the capacity to drill 100 shallow wells per year (two complete wells every week). Each well can serve 500 people.  By the end of the cooperation program (2006), the water supply coverage level in Benishangul, which is below 30% today is expected to rise to 70%. The population of the region is estimated at 600,000.  

training of Trainers on Targeting

SC/UK with financial support from WFP has organized a week-long training of trainers on Targeting. WFP/VAM and DPPC staff have been assisting the training as both have been the most active members in the multi-agency steering committee on the National Targeting Guideline Development chaired by DPPC. This week's training started on 16 December and will end 20 December (5-day intensive training) to familiarize participants on the Targeting guidelines. Around 20 participants from NGOs and DPPC staff from regions, zones and weredas have participated in the training. Two teams containing five people each were part of the training to serve as WFP/SC-UK trainers in 30 selected weredas in Amhara region. The second round of the training of trainers will be undertaken from 23 – 27 December. Similar participation is expected. 

Measles vaccination to address 1.7 million children in East and West Hararghe
Measles vaccination in East and West Hararghe has started on 13 December. The campaign is expected to take up to 10 to 15 days for completion. The vaccination coverage will be children 9 months to 15 years with a total of 1,733,000 children (1,013,000 for East Hararghe and 720,000 for West Hararghe).
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