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Relief Food operations update
The short season (belg) rains continue in various parts of the country. The belg picture is very mixed; although recent rains have been positive, many areas suffered from a dry period in early March, and DPPC reports that area planted in some parts of the country is less than usual. The situation will be closely followed, and a mid-belg assessment will take place in mid-April as usual. DPPC-led reassessment teams now completing their work in the field are looking at possible increased numbers in need of food aid, but are not assessing the crop situation. Needs will not be adjusted for April; total requirements for this month are 137,530 tonnes cereals (using 12.5 kg ration size), for 11 million people. All of these requirements will be covered by food aid currently available, but supplementary food needs (15,400 tonnes) greatly exceed stocks available, and will be targeted at areas of greatest needs. These include emerging hot spot areas where conditions are deteriorating: Sodo Zuria in Wolayita zone and parts of Gurage, Silti and Sidama zones, all in SNNPR; parts of Tigray Region (such as Wukro); and parts of Afar Region (agropastoralists in Zone 1) which are of concern. While food distributions have stabilized the situation in many areas, this is a season of general hardship, and an inadequacy in the food supply situation is being reported from most drought-affected parts of the country. The overall pledge situation remains relatively good, with 72% of the needs for the year (as assessed in November 2002) covered so far. However there remains a substantial tonnage to be resourced for requirements beyond August. Adjustments to requirements will be compiled by DPPC after the current reassessment exercise had finished.
IDPs in Bale Face Precarious Humanitarian Situation 

A joint UN-EUE/USAID mission traveled to Bale to quickly re-investigate the humanitarian situation of migrants from East and West Hararghe and parts of Arsi that have become internally displaced (IDPs). According to reports from the local government officials and Christian Aid the numbers of these settlers range from 33,000 to 40,000.  As a result of the high influx of migrants that are posing danger to the Bale National Park, the Regional government identified Meda Welabu, a neighboring woreda to Mena Angetu as settlement area. Consequently as of 2 April about 30,000 people were moved to Meda Welabu. However, social services are inadequate or non-existent in the area. Local government officials have tried to dig water wells however only two out of nine wells had water. The local administration has promised the provision of oxen, seed, agricultural tools and other inputs but local residents themselves at the new site are food aid dependant, hence the area seems to be unsuitable for settlement. Reports indicate that MSF-Holland had to close its Therapeutic Feeding Center at the old camp from where the migrants have been dislocated and move it to Meda Welebu. Consequently, children that were receiving supplementary feeding and health facility in Shawe are now facing with severe malnutrition. ICRC is proving plastic sheets but not in sufficient quantity. To date except for ICRC and MSF Holland, no other NGO is actively involved in the provision of basic human needs. Immediate interventions are requested to save lives. These people have been in such dreadful conditions since September 2002. Those who are still able are leaving to other areas such as East Wollega with more hope for settlement. But many just lost all hope and are frustrated that the government offers settlement areas that are even worse off than their places of origin.

FAO, CARE and World vision responding to urgent SEED needs

The Government of the Netherlands has provided US$ 2,282,000 to assist drought-affected crop farmers in Tigray, Oromiya, and SNNP regions to be implemented by FAO. FAO will distribute cereal seeds as well as vegetable seeds to female-headed households and other groups with little access to land. In addition FAO in collaboration with CRS Ethiopia will organize 2 "seed voucher fairs" in Kalu woreda, South Wollo next week. 500 pre-selected beneficiaries and suppliers of seeds will come together in a market event. Beneficiaries will be given coupons that they can trade for local seeds of their own preference. This is a pilot project. If successful, FAO will apply the approach on a larger scale. Many NGOs are distributing seeds in the drought-affected areas. CARE received a pre-grant authorization letter from OFDA for a meher agricultural seeds program. This program aims at self-sufficiency of drought affected households through seed provision for the meher planting season. Using the voucher-based system, CARE will provide seeds to approximately 86,000 households of East and West Hararghe (85% of needy population in CARE’s operational area). World Vision (VW) on the other hand runs a seed provision program in 5 woredas of SNNPR funded by OFDA. The project will distribute 22.5 tonnes of maize and 5.95 tonnes of sorghum seeds for 24,160 households in Wolayita, Hadiya KT Zones of SNNPR. The project has a total budget of 781,000$ and runs until December 2003. VW will expand to 14 woredas in SNNPR with 1,218 tonnes of cereal and legume seeds and 24,128 vegpacks addressing over 24,000 households. Project expansion will increase seed availability in the selected 14 woredas in 2004.

NEW UNICEF REPRESENTATIVE TAKES UP POST
Mr. Bjorn Ljungqvist has joined the Ethiopia Country Office to take up his position as UNICEF Representative focusing on the continuing challenges of the current humanitarian crisis, HIV/AIDS, girls’ education and nutrition in the country.
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