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Attack at the Fugnido refugee camp, Gambela region

In an attack on the evening of 27 November 2002 at the Fugnido refugee camp in Gambella Region, a group of armed Anuak men entered the majority (Nuer) side of the camp and opened fire indiscriminately at the Dinka population. A number of people were killed. Information as of 29 November indicates that at least 33 people were killed (many of them women and children) and more than 20 people were injured. A majority of the Dinka refugees have left the camp and gone to the bush. WFP and UNHCR staff were relocated from the camp and are in Gambella town. At the end of October 2002 the Sudanese refugee population in Ethiopia stood at 81,000. Fugnido, the largest camp for Sudanese refugees, normally hosts 28,700 people (35% of the total).

Needs assessment teams debrief to DPPC

Twenty multi-disciplinary/agency needs assessment teams debriefed at the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) on 27 November. The teams confirmed that most of the lowland areas of the North, East, South and Central parts of the country have been very badly hit by drought. Moving south from the Tigray Region down to  the upper part of SNNPR and east into West and East Hararghe zones of Oromiya Region, very reduced or failed crops are reported and there are serious concerns about a widespread water shortage for both people and livestock in these lowland areas in the coming months. The picture is mixed in Amhara Region and SNNPR midland and highland areas. In the south and southeast of the country, the Bale lowlands and Borena zone of Oromiya Region and southern zones of Somali Region have all benefited from on-going seasonal rains. Please note that until the official statement and calculations of beneficiaries are released, findings described in the briefing are only indicative.
launching date for 2003 Appeal set for 6 December 2002

DPPC announced that the date for the launching of the 2003 Appeal is set for 6 December 2002 at 1600hrs, venue not decided yet. Findings of the needs assessment teams will be incorporated in to the appeal. 

NGO activity in Shinile zone, Somali Region 

In the seriously drought-affected Shinile zone of Somali Region, NGOs are stepping up activities to support Regional government initiatives in response to the joint government/UN/NGO special assessment in October. Starting 28 November, the regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness/Food Security Bureau (DPP/FSB) and Save the Children USA (SC-US) have deployed eight water tankers in six weredas of Shinile zone, namely Meisso, Dembel, Shinile, Erer, Afder and Ayisha weredas, to deliver 120,000 liters of water per day.  Also as of 28 November, SC-US is initiating an animal vaccination campaign that will inoculate 200,000 heads of livestock.  An Emergency Nutritional Assessment by SC-US will start on 2 December in the same six woredas. The Hararghe Catholic Secretariat (HCS/ECC-SDCOH) has been involved in long-term development programs in Shinile zone including water development, veterinary services and Early Warning activities, and plans to establish more water points and provide support in the form of Roto tankers and bladders for government-mobilized tankers; their veterinary services can support emergency animal health needs. Handicap International has started pastoralist development programs including restocking, water development and basic agriculture development programs. The ICRC continues to cover relief food needs in Mieso and Afdem woredas, while other woredas are covered by DPPC. 

the first Voluntary return of IDPs undertaken in Somali region

The indigenous organisation Mother and Child Development Organisation (MCDO) organized the successful voluntary return of the first 133 families, out of a total 300, from the Fafan IDP camp to Fik zone. Each family received UNICEF donated non-food items: plastic sheeting, cooking utensils and jerrycans. Both the DPPB and UNICEF were present during the operation on Monday 24 November. On their arrival each family will receive a pack animal (donkey) and 20 sheep/goats and will be able to benefit from the food rations distributed in Fik zone. The total 300 families will benefit from this activity which can be extended to other families. UNICEF has provided 400,000 birr in emergency funds to support this project. SIM is also supporting the program.

ERCS to distribute direct food aid

Ethiopian Red Cross Society (ERCS) with support from the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is prepared to provide direct and supplementary food aid for 125,000 beneficiaries in South Wello and West Hararghe. The ERCS will also implement cash for work and health programs in those areas. Identification of beneficiaries and training to Red Cross volunteers has been completed. Distribution will start by mid December. Currently, ERCS in collaboration with ICRC is conducting food distributions for over 100,000 people in Afar region and Shinile zone of Somali region. 
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