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WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 27 AUGUST




Government to Issue Update of Requirements 

The Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) has finalized their “Update on the Current Emergency Situation and Responses” document, which will be released imminently. 

Flash Appeal for Simultaneous Launch 
The United Nations Country Team is working closely with the government to complete a Flash Appeal in response to the evolving situation. The Appeal has been prepared with relevant line ministries and will focus on non-food requirements. Food needs are still being assessed and will be updated upon synthesis of the incoming data. 

Traditional Food Secure Areas are now Affected
Oromiya DPPC officials reported not only the prevalence of a serious famine situation in Oromiya region in weredas within East and West Hararghe zone, lowlands of Bale zone and Arsi zone, but also the fast deterioration of the conditions due to the insufficient interventions and humanitarian assistance so far. Even the non-traditionally affected weredas of Arsi zone, with lowland areas dependent on belg and long cycle crops, were affected and the situation is apparently deteriorating fast. Reportedly, in Hararghe zones, migration has started and an estimated 5,000 people have moved to Bale zone.

Regional President Tours Drought Affected Areas 
A high level delegation from the Oromiya State Council led by the President, Mr. Juneidi Saddo visited drought-affected areas in West Hararghe. Following the visit, the State Council held an extraordinary meeting of the Council to review the situation and as a result has appealed for international assistance.   

Assessment Team in West Hararghe Reports Serious Situation
The DPPC-led meher rapid assessment team to West Hararghe zone reported that there is food shortage in the zone. People are starting to eat wild-plants as food and some families from the rural areas are now migrating to small towns in search of wage labor. One major cause for this crisis is late onset, erratic and frequent dry spells of belg and meher rainfall. 
Rangeland Underutilized Due to Conflict
According to HCS, areas between Afar and Somali region, due to continuing fear of the conflict, are underutilized even if some water and grazing resources remain. Reopening rangeland in the conflict area should be a priority. HCS is involved in water programmes in Afdem and Mieso (Shinille zone) funded by ECHO and is supporting animal health programme in the same zone funded by Caritas.

Oxfam Begins Activities in Zone 3 and 5
As an outcome of an assessment undertaken by Oxfam in mid-August to Afar region, field activities have started in Zone 3 and Zone 5. They are providing maintenance to the water supply systems and have already rehabilitated four sites in Zone 3. A strategy was planned for environmental sanitation and includes the incineration of the carcasses by burying the remains in a pit and giving health education to the communities. They are expecting funds from DFID and ECHO.
ACf Starts Animal Drug Distribution 

ACF has started animal drugs distribution in Aura, Ewa, Gulina, Terru and Yallo woredas in zone 4 and has developed a new project proposal for supplementary feeding in Guyah kebele (Dubti) and four other kebeles in Assaita and Afambo woreda. 

GOAL Finalizes Assessment Report in Zone 3
GOAL began an emergency needs assessment on 5 August in Zone 3 of Afar region. Key findings indicate a critical nutrition situation with a Global Acute Malnutrition level of 17.9% and a Severe Acute Malnutrition level of 2.9% among the 6-59 month population. Malnutrition levels for 6-25 months were found to be even higher reaching 25.2%. Results also showed a high incidence of livestock deaths and a high rate of illness among children. 

UN Inter - Agency Mission to Afar 
A joint UN team has returned from Afar region. Mission findings include an increased drought-affected population figure, a need for more water tankering operations and improvements in the food basket. The mission has recommended that the situation in Afar & adjacent areas of Oromiya and the Somali region be closely monitored with improved UN field presence. The UN Country Team will further discuss the recommendation.
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