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WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 26 SEPTEMBER 02




Newly Identified Funds and Resources Available for Emergency Response

EU confirmed 12 million euros for the DPPC and three million for NGOs. The funds are to be utilized for the local purchase of 67,000 mts --- if they are available on the local market --- and may allow for a possible draw down from the EFSR.  Additionally, during the visit of the Ethiopian Foreign Minister to Washington, on 20 September the US announced a pledge to Ethiopia, via WFP of another 100,000 mts of wheat and 8,000 mts blended food. Furthermore, Germany has announced a donation of 1 million euros to WFP for Ethiopia, which will be used for cereals. For the health sector, WHO has initiated the transfer process for 28 emergency health kits from its own headquarters resources.
EFSR Repayments Continue to Arrive

After expected repayments and loans, including anticipated draw downs by recent large pledges from donors, current EFSR stock projections range between 100,000 to 150,000 mts for the months of September to December 2002. The government will not allow loans when the balance reaches a minimum of 100,000 mts. Therefore, donors should expedite shipments as there will be increasing demands on the EFSR to meet distributions between now and early in 2003. 
Funding for DPPC Information Center Needed 

Funding is still needed for the establishment of an information center at the DPPC, an integral component of the overall coordination structure for the current drought. The project is a viable cost-effective means to provide the DPPC with the necessary equipment and on the job training to facilitate coordination at the national level. It will serve as the support to a focal points for information exchange within the federal Government and accessible to all partners in the humanitarian community. Numerous channeling opportunities exist to accommodate interest from any potential donors (US$ 40,000 is required and represents approximately 40% of the overall cost). Please contact the UNEUE.
USAID and DFID Contribute to GOAL for Zone 3 and West Hararghe

Goal will receive US$ 1.3 million from USAID and DFID for 6 woredas in zone 3 and for extending their activities to West Hararghe. In zone 3, ICRC will be responsible for general distribution and GOAL for supplementary food together with emergency measles vaccination and vitamin A distribution. Already US$ 460,000 has been released. Distribution will start during the second week of October. 
Joint MoA/DPPC/FAO Field mission to Somali Region
Following a joint MoA/DPPC/FAO mission to Fik, Shinille and Jijiga Zones in Somali Region, it became clear that most animals migrated out of Fik to areas in Jijiga Zone with better pasture availability, which temporarily relieves some pressure of the situation in Fik. In Shinille Zone, there are great internal movements, especially within and out of Miesso Woreda. The rainy season is coming to an end here, which means pastoralists have to face the coming dry season with animals that are already weak and water points that already dried up. The Animal Health campaign of MoA in Somali is running smoothly in general, but there is a lack of drugs (particularly trypanocidan), a lack of man-power and a lack of necessary equipment. FAO will start supporting the federal animal health campaign both in Somali and Afar with necessary field equipment (needles, syringes, tents etc.) starting next week, for a total of 15,000 USD (UNDP fund).

Mission to Verify Movements 

DPPC is organizing a small mission to South Omo, on 1 October, to verify region reports of groups of persons being forced to move from three woredas (Koraz, Kibish and Hamer) because of the drought. The reports suggest movement towards and possibly into northern Kenya.
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