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DFID Funds UNICEF Drought Emergency Activities in Afar
DFID has contributed US$775,636 to UNICEF for drought emergency activities in Afar Region. Four water tankers, operated by World Vision, are continuing to supply Dubti and Elidar woredas. As of end September, more than 4.1 million liters of water had been delivered to 71,880 people and over 300,000 livestock. The Nazareth Children’s Centre and Integrated Development (NACID) is also supplying water in Afambo, Bure and Manda with 1.6 million liters delivered to 26,500 people. In addition, 11 water tankers, coordinated by the Ministry of Water Resources, are delivering water to Elidar, Erebti, Afdera, Buremudaitu, Teru, Yalo and Sumurobi woredas. 

Arsi and East Shewa Mid and Lowland Areas Likely Trouble Areas
Arsi and Eastern Shewa zones are experiencing similar conditions to those of Hararghe, i.e. serious failure of maize and sorghum crops in the mid and lowlands. This area of Ethiopia usually being surplus producing is another example of the expanding areas suffering the consequences of widespread rain, crops and pasture shortages. According to the Arsi Zonal Administrator in Asela, 12 woredas are affected by drought conditions. The federal DPPC is further investigating the severity of the situation. A rapid assessment mission confirmed the necessity to undertake a nutritional survey in the area to evaluate supplementary food requirements. 

Further Deterioration in the Situation in East Hararghe, Oromiya Region
Latest reports confirm that conditions in East Hararghe are deteriorating. Needed extra rain did not fall resulting in crops wilting. Production failures in both mid and lowland areas are now expected. While the results of the November FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission and the DPPC-led multi-agency Pre-Harvest Meher Needs Assessment will be needed to give a definitive statement on crops here as elsewhere in the country, it is estimated that crop failure for sorghum and late planted meher will run between 60% and 70% in parts of the mid and highlands, and as high 95-100% in the lowlands. Due to the early stoppage of Belg rains, no green maize, Irish potatoes or other crops used in the lean season were available in August and September. This led to higher levels of distress as well as labour migration out of the lowlands. Livestock is still in satisfactory condition in the wet midlands and highlands, but poor in lowlands. Only in areas close to good transport do animals fetch good prices.

FAO Urges Donors to Support Immediate Fodder Initiatives 
FAO urges the involvement of donors in the initiatives to utilize by products of different agro-industries as fodder for livestock. The by-products are available at a reasonable cost, however pledges in response to related proposals have failed to materialize despite the direct linkage between human and animal health. 

WFP Shipping Summary
One ex-USA vessel with 21,000 tonnes cereals completed discharge in Djibouti on 21 October 2002. The consignment was a repayment to the Emergency Food Security Reserve (EFSR) of which stocks stand at 111,620 tonnes on 25 October. As of 24 October, two vessels with 73,700 tonnes are discharging. Of this tonnage 41,000 tonnes is repayment to the EFSR, while the rest is allocated to WFP Development and IDP projects.
WHO/UNICEF Polio Eradication Campaign Launched 

The 2002 Polio Eradication Campaign was launched on 24 October 2002 at the National Palace in the presence of the President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. Eighty Rotarians from Seattle USA attended the ceremony. 14.4 million children will be vaccinated through two rounds of immunization. The campaign also includes Measles and Vitamin A in most affected areas.

The Revision of the Sphere Project Handbook Introduced

A workshop was conducted to revise the Sphere Project Handbook on 10 - 11 October in Addis Ababa. Part of a series, the workshop was attended by NGOs, DPPC and UN agencies. The handbook contains a set of universal minimum standards in core areas of disaster response (water and sanitation, nutrition, food aid, shelter and site planning, health services) and a Humanitarian Charter emphasizing the right of disaster affected people to life with dignity. The Sphere Project Handbook, launched in 1997, is in process of revision incorporating a food security segment as well as emphasizing cross-cutting issues such as Gender, disability, elders, environment or HIV/AIDS.
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