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global United Nations Appeal launched

The launch of the United Nations' Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeals 2003 was held on 19 and 20 November in eight cities around the world: Canberra, New York, Washington, D.C., Brussels, Luxembourg, New York, the Hague and Tokyo. In Canberra, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Mr Kenzo Oshima was present on behalf of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) to host the Canberra launch, which is supported by AusAID - The Australian Government's Overseas Aid Program. The CAPs are an annual event aimed at coordinating international responses to humanitarian crises. This year, 20 appeals are being launched under the theme Hope for the Future, focusing on the needs of countries emerging from conflict. In total, more than three billion dollars is being requested by the United Nations to help fifty million people in thirty countries and regions throughout the world. A Strategy Paper for Ethiopia was included with the appeals.


Food AID DISTRIBUTIONS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, AND EFSR STOCKS
Current food aid requirements are 84,000 tonnes for 5.6 million people in November, and 67,000 tonnes for 4.5 million people in December. EuronAid has recently confirmed a donation of 20,272 tonnes to NGOs which it had previously announced, and a loan against this from the Emergency Food Security Reserve (EFSR) is being used for NGO distributions in November and December. If other recently announced pledges are confirmed with no delay, the requirements for November and December will be covered. The great concern remains obtaining enough donor pledges to cover the needs for the first quarter of 2003, when at least 300,000 tonnes of food aid will be required. The physical stock of the EFSR as of 22 November is 125,500 tonnes. Scheduled repayments are for 280,000 tonnes, to be repaid to the reserve between November 2002 and February 2003; of this total, 130,000 tonnes is from imports and 150,000 tonnes is expected to be from local purchases.

New DONOR Responses to the current Emergency 
Several recent donor pledges have been announced for the Ethiopia drought emergency. A United States contribution of 62,300 tonnes of food aid for NGOs and ICRC was announced on 13 November. The Irish government this week announced two million Euros for emergency assistance for Ethiopia, of which 1,170,000 Euros is for WFP (1 million euros for cereals and 170,000 euros for blended food), with the rest going to UNICEF and NGOs. Other recent donations through WFP include 4 million euros from the Netherlands, US$530,000 from Norway, and 204,000 euros from Spain. Australia announced US$2.5 million to WFP for Ethiopia and Eritrea at the time of the Consolidated Appeal launch in Canberra. Saudi Arabia has sent a plane with 36 tonnes of various food items. Donations from other donors are under negotiation. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has appealed for 16 million SFr (US$12 million) and has been receiving pledges from a number of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. In addition the United States has announced US$ 21 million for development to Save the Children-USA for the “Southern Tier Initiative” program that aims at improving the livelihoods of pastoralists in selected areas of the Borena plateau and Somali region. 

UNICEF/WHO Measles, Vitamin A and Polio campaigns to begin 

The joint UNICEF/WHO measles, vitamin A and polio campaign will begin on 24 November for a period of three weeks. The campaign will target 583,000 children under 15 years of age in all zones of Afar region, noting that previous immunization coverage in Afar region has been less than 3% (the lowest in the country). The provision of measles vaccination and vitamin A supplements are believed to help reduce threats of measles in a drought situation, and coincides with the national polio immunization campaign for more effective coverage. NGOs in the area are expected to assist in the immunization efforts.

UNICEF Executive Director to visit Ethiopia 

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy will be traveling to Ethiopia 4-6 December for a field visit to assess the current crisis. 

UNDP funds FAO

UNDP has provided US$ 220,000 to support FAO’s programs on animal health, animal feed, seed distribution and rehabilitation of irrigation channels.
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