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WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA 19 SEPTEMBER




UNDP To Provide Funds for Current Crisis 

UNDP will make available up to US$100,000 from the provision made under TRAC 113, resources to support an immediate response to non-chronic emergency conditions. Based on proposals received, likely areas of UNDP’s support/interventions will be as follows. FAO will be provided US$40,000 for a Livestock Coordination Unit that will focus on drought-affected parts of the country. DPPC will also be given US$40,000 to strengthen the capacity of their Management Information Systems Department. US$20,000 will be used for the establishment of UN office in Awash, for both immediate emergency assistance and coordination.
FAO Secures Funding to Support the Livestock Export from the HOA
A total of US$ 1.5million was signed between the Italian government and FAO to improve the existing system of veterinary inspection and livestock export certification in the Horn of Africa bringing it up to a standard acceptable to specific importing countries. The improved market availability for these countries will have a positive impact on the food security situation.
WHO Receives Pledge from Netherlands and Allocates Their Own Funds
The Netherlands government pledged one million Euro to WHO for purchase of drugs. WHO allocates US$564,262 for supply of essential drugs, environmental sanitation, measles campaign, social mobilization, strengthening routine EPI and disease surveillance. 
DPPC Led Donor Visit to Harerghe and Shinille
A DPPC led donor visit has returned from a three-day visit from 17 - 19 September to East and West Hararghe and Shinille zone of Somali region to review  the situation in these areas. The team led by the DPPC Commissioner Simon Mechale included the Humanitarian Attaché to the United States Mission to FAO/WFP/IFAD in Rome, UNICEF officer, WFP Representative and WFP Regional Advisor and donor representatives from the EU, Ireland, Holland, and US as well as representatives from the regional government. 

Nutritional Survey: Malnutrition in Zone One Afar Region 
World Vision Ethiopia conducted a nutritional survey in Aysaita, Afambo and Dubti Districts in Afar region from 22-23 August 2002. The level of acute malnutrition (wasting) was at a critical stage with Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) over 24% in all three districts. It was also observed that livestock deaths were a prominent factor for poor food availability at household level causing distress migration.
Assessment Team Returns from West Hararghe and Reports on Malnutrition
An inter-agency team comprised largely of nutritionists (DPPC, regional DPPB, WFP, UNICEF, WHO and CARE) returned from a mission carried out from 14-17 September. The team conducted a preliminary assessment of how widespread malnutrition is in the zone and confirmed that the findings of the planned nutritional assessment will be important to establish the extent and magnitude of malnutrition in the zone. In the areas visited (considered those less severely affected), the team reported that while there is a serious food insecurity problem, with recent poor rainfall compounded by the cumulative effects of 3 to 5 years of partial crop failures, the result is not the degree of severe malnutrition reported in other areas of the zone. 
Upcoming Nutritional Survey to West Hararghe

As a follow up of the preliminary assessment to West Hararghe, eight teams are to be coordinated by CARE and led by DPPC to start a nutritional survey from 19 -29 September.  WFP is participating and providing logistical support. Data entry, processing and analysis will be done on the field and preliminary results are expected by early October. The nutritional survey will be in two parts, with one survey intended to be representative of the lowlands, considered worse affected, while the other survey will be representative of the midlands and highlands, considered to be less affected. Thus results will be presented for the two main agro-ecological areas of West Hararghe, not for specific woredas.
SC UK Urges Food Aid Supplies to Vulnerable Areas

With diminishing stocks resultant from the need to increase food distributions in September, new food pledges are required to ensure uninterrupted deliveries over the coming months. 
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