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Humanitarian Situation 
Most Critical in the South:

Population of the worst affected woredas in SNNPR is now facing a dramatic situation whereby only quick lifesaving measures can prevent the worst.
Reassessment of food aid beneficiaries 
due to deteriorating nutritional situation in many 
worst affected areas adds 1.2 million people
In the last two months since February, the humanitarian community witnessed a dramatic humanitarian deterioration in many parts of Southern Ethiopia, particularly in Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR). In those areas there seems a multitude of factors negatively influenced the impact of current humanitarian emergency assistance and therefore led to increased human suffering. The Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) briefed the international donor community on Thursday 24 April on a reassessment of additional food aid requirements requested from Amhara, Oromiya, Tigray and SNNPR. These reassessments have become necessary due to deteriorating nutritional situations in many of the worst affected areas as well as other related factors and indicators of deteriorating food security such as increasing social disruption, school drop outs, distress migration and the dilution of food aid rations that could not be prevented up to the present time. According to the assessment results an additional 1.2 million people are in need of immediate food aid from May to the end of the year which brings the total to 12.6 million people needing food assistance requiring an additional 79,122 tonnes of food. Additional beneficiaries are highest in Oromiya (710,650) and SNNPR (324,600) followed by Tigray (180,027) and Amhara (11,800). 

This “Focus on Ethiopia” issue focuses on the on-going emergency in parts of Southern Ethiopia, the factors that have contributed to such a dire situation and the measures and reactions that have been and will be taken to face the crisis and to save lives. Other developments and activities of current and immediate importance are also being highlighted such as the decision by DPPC to raise monthly cereal rations starting in May for the worst affected populations, the necessity to open more therapeutic feeding sites and to raise capacity of the existing ones. Another unfortunate crisis projection is that the on-going resettlement programme and the largely insufficient seed distribution of partly inadequate seed varieties are both likely to significantly disrupt the forthcoming agricultural seasons and hence, national food production, despite predicted good rains both for the short belg and the long meher planting seasons.


Alarming rate of global acute malnutrition clearest indicator of the severity of the present crisis in the South

In SNNPR there live an estimated 13.5 million people, about 20% of Ethiopia’s population. Out of a total of 104 woredas in the region, 64 were affected by the current crisis of which 53 are receiving relief food. The current reassessment earmarked 31 affected woredas of which 23 will be adjusted to reflect an increased number of people in need of general food assistance. The total number of people needing food assistance in SNNPR starting from May is now 1.44 million
.

The first regional coordination meeting for SNNPR, initiated by USAID, was held recently at the end of April in Awassa in response to the enormous dimensions of the crisis in this region. This crisis management committee has finally been established to exchange information and to coordinate the emergency response at the regional level and comprises the Bureaus of Agriculture, Water, Health, the Irrigation Authority, UNICEF, WFP, CRDA (Christian Relief and Development Association), and other NGOs active in the region such as SC-US (Save the Children USA), ADRA Adventist Development and Relief Agency), GOAL-Ethiopia and IMC (International Medical Corps). UNICEF has taken the role of the secretariat of the committee. The committee intends to meet bi-weekly to share and discuss emergency issues and decide on actions to be taken. So far, coordination mechanisms such as sector task forces or crisis management committees at lower administrative levels are not in place. Since there is a serious lack of coordination at regional and lower administrative levels concerning relief and emergency operations, the recent establishment of a regional emergency coordination body, the “Crisis Management Committee”, is more than welcomed. Nevertheless, the seriousness of the crisis calls for further action to coordinate activities at woreda level at least in the worst affected 11 woredas of the region.

Moving along main roads in SNNPR and observing field preparation activities and the status of crop growth, an inexperienced and unfamiliar visitor to the area might conclude that there are no visible signs of extreme distress apart from obvious signs of general poverty. This superficial picture is wrong, however. In many of these areas, the cycle of progressive impoverishment will continue to have its devastating effects as long as the root causes of an ever-increasing vulnerability to disaster with progressive structural food deficit are not tackled and eradicated through adequate long-term development activities.

The clearest indicator of the severity of the present crisis is the alarming rate of global acute malnutrition (GAM). Countrywide approximately 50,000 children show signs of severe acute malnutrition and recently some 28 therapeutic feeding centres opened or are now opening to receive and treat the most severe cases. In SNNPR a UNICEF mission reported malnutrition in 11 woredas, and about 30,000 people are in need of supplementary food. Nine new therapeutic feeding sites opened since March in the worst affected areas
. The worst affected clearly are Wolayita and Sidama zones. For example in Wolayita Zone, Soddo Zuria Woreda reported an increase of beneficiaries from the original 20,000 listed in the December 2002 Appeal to 127,000 (Regional & Zonal DPPC) of which 45,000 have been taken into account during the reassessment. Malnutrition rates are now critical all over Soddo Zuria with GAM increasing from 10.3% in December 2002 to 20.4% in March 2003. GAM rates are even worse in neighbouring Damot Gale Woreda where a recent (7 to 15 April) nutritional survey revealed 27.5% GAM (MSF-Switzerland)
. What is even more preoccupying is the fact that 4.3% of the surveyed children presented oedema, a sign of kwashiorkor, an energy and nutrient deficiency disorder that can lead among others to decreased immunity, growth failure, permanent physical and mental disabilities and a permanently decreased IQ
. According to MSF-Switzerland this has also been reported by other NGOs working in neighbouring woredas
. Most woredas of Wolayita Zone face serious food shortage and malnutrition such as in Damote Woiyde where, according to World Vision (WV), GAM increased from 4.2% in April 2002, to 10.3% in April 2003. DPPC reported 13% GAM for Humbo Woreda. Despite significant relief food distributions in March 2003 for Sidama Zone, a DPPC-led nutritional survey revealed a GAM of 18.7% in the surveyed lowland areas (8 March to 3 April) of Boricha and Awassa Zuria Woredas. The worst affected woredas in SNNPR are now facing a dramatic situation whereby quick lifesaving measures have to be put in place to prevent the worst. The 9 therapeutic feeding centres that now operate do not have enough capacity to treat the numerous severely malnourished children. They are conceived to receive and treat between 40 and 100 children each, yet there are for each of the centres hundreds of severely malnourished children that would need immediate attention. This appalling perspective assumes that more effective ways and set-ups for therapeutic feeding have to be put in place.


Food aid targeting remains an important 

bottleneck to avert malnutrition

Targeting is and remains a serious problem in most areas of SNNPR. As already reported in last month’s “Focus on Ethiopia”, many woredas still face the problem that food rations are diluted due to insufficient targeting and that the supplementary food given to the most affected and in need is being shared among all family members despite agencies such as CRS (Catholic Relief Service) in Hadiya Zone for example giving instructions on how to use this food. DPPC announced that the general food ration is being raised from 12.5 kg to 15 kg per person per month starting in May in SNNPR and other regions for the worst affected woredas, i.e. priority one areas with GAM equal to or greater than 15%. This measure, though helpful, needs to be complemented by better targeting and provision of supplementary foods for the most severely affected.  Only limited cooking oil is available and pulses are available only from ICRC and several NGOs. Furthermore, the November 2002 harvest assessments for SNNPR overestimated yield and food availability in 2003. In 33 of the 64 affected woredas relief food distributions were programmed to start only in March whereas many people already ran out of food much earlier in the year due to a bad harvest that was not accounted for in the listed requirements for 2003 in the December 2002 Appeal. UNICEF in its recent report on SNNPR (see footnote No 8) concludes also that from the total supplementary food requirements only approximately 50% are being met and that this food is being distributed to the community untargeted and hence has very little effect on the most needy. Given the above-mentioned bottlenecks, WFP and DPPC have been discussing ways of improving the food aid delivery system and making deliveries more effective for the needy. DPPC is requesting to strengthen the food monitoring system in SNNPR where they now have three monitoring teams including staff members from DPPC, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Water Resources that operate from Awassa, Soddo and Butajira. The food aid targeting training of trainers that is ongoing in Amhara Region could be re-directed to SNNPR to improve food aid targeting at woreda level. WFP is seeking to deploy qualified staff to SNNPR to support regional and woreda structures. 


Continued widespread seed shortage
The March “Focus on Ethiopia” reported, “… only if both 2003 belg and meher seed requirements can be met will a rapid and appropriate rehabilitation of crop production in the country become a reality. … In many areas the Ministry of Agriculture, FAO and various NGOs have ongoing seed distribution interventions.” However, for many farmers in southern Ethiopia agricultural assistance for long cycle crops is arriving too late to fully benefit from the long rains and the meher planting season. Even though some zones such as Gamo Gofa managed to use some of the money left over from last year’s budget to purchase seeds (1.2 million ETB), there is a general and acute lack of seeds in many woredas in SNNPR. Generally, only half of the listed beneficiary households that should be supplied with seeds are actually receiving seeds. In Bade Watcho Woreda, Hadiya Zone, WV and the Government distributed seeds to 4,648 and 1,416 households respectively that leaves more than 5,000 qualified households without seed assistance. For the forthcoming meher planting season, the distribution and use of agricultural input packages with improved seeds and other inputs is likely to remain very limited due to the following unfavourable circumstances: Farmers are not credit worthy anymore after they failed to pay back credits for last and even previous years. Furthermore, most farmers do not want to benefit anyway due to market and price uncertainties
. In Bade Watcho Woreda farmers were observed trying to plant relief food grains. This clearly indicates the seriousness of the seed supply situation. For Kambata Zone a similar picture can be drawn. WV and Kale Hiwot church distributed some 800 kg of improved sorghum seeds for farmers in Omo Sheleko Woreda but still more than 2,600 qualified households did not get supplied.

Hybrid seeds distributed as emergency measure problematic

The UN-EUE is concerned about the distribution of hybrid maize seeds to farmers without the necessary fertilizer and agricultural package that should go with it for best yield results. The UN-EUE Field Officer who was deployed for five weeks in one of the crisis monitoring teams in SNNPR witnessed the distribution of hybrid maize seed (BH140, hybrid seeds of pioneer) to needy farmers in Wolayita, Hadiya, Kambata, Tambaro and Gamu Gofa Zones as an emergency measure for the forthcoming meher planting season. There is some confusion on who is allowed to buy and distribute chemical fertiliser as well as the credit question for agricultural package items, especially fertilizer. Some NGOs would like to distribute chemical fertilisers along with improved hybrids of maize but the general policy on acquiring and on the use of improved farm inputs, particularly fertilizers, is preventing them to do so. Planting maize hybrids without the proper fertiliser application will give poor yield results and hence a considerable production loss, even if weather conditions are favourable. 

Enset as staple food not valuable anymore to bridge food gap

Enset (Enset ventricosum), the “false banana”, is a widely cultivated and consumed staple or co-staple food in the mid- to highlands of SNNPR and other areas of southern and western Ethiopia, where as many as 7 million people consume the low-protein Enset products sometimes solely with Vitamin A foods but commonly without the needed protein supplement resulting in chronic Vitamin A deficiency. Enset is the edible species of a separate genus of the banana family. Three Enset derived foods are popular but the most common is Kocho
. Mature Enset plants in the plantation are a household food security reserve system. When the family needs energy foods to fill the ‘hunger gap' between annual cereal crops, the Enset supply can easily be tapped anytime. Apart from an Enset plant disease epidemic in 1984-85 which wiped out large parts of the plantations and created the green famine, in the past 10 years major factors were recurrent drought and food shortage together with acute land shortage that forced farmers more and more into consumption of immature plants. Hence farmers were overexploiting their Enset reserves thereby causing gradual losses and disappearance of the false banana as an important household food security reserve. Even though not all the plant losses can be attributed to drought and land shortage and hence early consumption of immature crops, estimations go as far as more than 60% of the false banana crop stands have been lost in some areas in SNNPR during the last 10 years. This basically means that a great many people who used to close the food gap with false banana consumption are not able to do so anymore, and lacking a viable alternative, have become food insecure and highly vulnerable to climatic and economic disruptions of their agricultural system. Food shortage problems in parts of southern Ethiopia can therefore be attributed to failures in the supply of basic infrastructure and services or other development-related basic constraints such as the absence of effective family planning that causes overpopulation, soil degradation and many other socio-economic problems that must be tackled with more than emergency interventions that save lives but do not help to prevent such tragic events in the future. 

Measles and malaria now major current 

threats to drought affected people

Measles is one of the major current threats to children in Ethiopia as already reported in the March “Focus on Ethiopia” issue. Since 2002 the numbers of cases have been increasing with reports of small outbreaks in different parts of the country. UNICEF and WHO together with the Ministry of Health conducted measles campaigns in late 2002 in Afar Region and in East and West Hararghe Zones of Oromiya Region. The current emergency measles and vitamin A campaign began in late March with micro-planning activities in four zones of three regions most affected by the drought. For SNNPR the campaign started in Silti and Guraghe zones, for Oromiya in Bale Woreda, for Somali in Shinille zone targeting 1,941,196 children between 6 months and 15 years of age. The actual vaccination was completed between the 17th and the 23rd of April. The second round will target 3,275,250 children in Southern Wollo, Wag Hamra (Amhara), Arsi (Oromiya), Fik, Jijiga and Gode zones (Somali), followed by a third round in Hadiya and Wolayita (SNNPR) and East Shoa zones (Oromiya), targeting 1,994,785 more children. In total, the emergency campaign will reach about 7.2 million children, out of the total 16.2 million targeted for the year 2003
. 

Malaria affects 4 to 5 million people annually in Ethiopia and is prevalent in 75% of the country, putting over 40 million people at risk and represents the largest single cause of morbidity. It is estimated that only 20% of children under five years of age who contracted malaria were treated at existing health facilities. In many areas of Ethiopia, large epidemics have been experienced in recent years due to favourable climate conditions. In 2001 Ethiopia signed up to the 1998 created “Roll Back Malaria” campaign and launched its own five-year strategic plan for malaria control. Thousands of insecticide-treated mosquito nets have been distributed to try and combat the disease.

Southern Ethiopia is known for malaria epidemics as the result of the Plasmodium Falciparum and P. Vivax, the dominant species in the area. Malaria is the major cause of mortality and morbidity in the area. As the rains are now ongoing in the southern parts of the country, weak and malnourished people are at high malaria risk such as in Omo Shelenko Woreda, Kambata Zone of SNNPR, where recently 33 people died due to a malaria outbreak which can be related to combined factors such as physical weakness due to food shortage and unavailability of malaria drugs. So far the malaria programme has distributed funds to the zones for social mobilization and is producing Information Educating Communication (IEC) materials. UNICEF sent 22,000 mosquito nets in the past to the SNNP region of which 14,000 were distributed to the target woredas, while 8,000 are still in the Regional Health Bureau stores.

Water stress reduced but still severe

In some of the drought-affected areas such as Afar, recent rains reduced the need of water tankering. Reduced water tankering operations will give the opportunity to re-direct and concentrate resources to intensify efforts to longer-term solutions to pervasive water scarcity. The emergency water and sanitation needs are presently being compiled in a cooperative effort between the Ministry of Water Resources and its regional Water Bureaus together with UNICEF in all drought-affected regions, expected to allow a more targeted response to the worst affected communities. A great number of new boreholes are being completed in drought affected areas, and once finished, will give an additional permanent input to the water coverage in the presently drought affected areas. As an illustration, in March and April a total of 33 new bore holes fitted with hand pump were completed, 22 in Guraghe, 5 in Gedeo and 9 in Sidama zones of SNNPR as well as 3 totally rehabilitated schemes in Guraghe zone. Emergency water interventions have no doubt improved during the last two months and the new drilling activities have almost doubled the number of people served, but still leaving 55% of the population experiencing acute shortage of safe drinking water
. The task and responsibility to provide water to most of the affected population in SNNPR still remains huge. Drilling additional shallow wells while supporting hand-dug well construction and rehabilitation, and fit the wells with hand-pumps where feasible seems to be the quickest solution. However, with new drillings still only 24.8% of the affected population in Gedeo, 8.46% in Sidama and 51.4% in Guraghe zones could so far be reached. On the other hand the task in SNNPR in the water sector is particularly huge considering that the Ministry of Water Resources evaluated for the Appeal 2003, 1,115 existing but non-functional water schemes in SNNPR.


UNICEF deployed experts to assist 
government counterparts to face crisis

Consultations between UNICEF and the Government at both Federal and Regional levels, concluded that the size and the complex nature of the humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia called for enhanced UNICEF support to the regional counterparts in the water and the health sector. In that respect, the deployment of UNICEF staff in the field within regional government structures to support government counterparts and NGO partners in the effective implementation and monitoring of emergency programs is now in process. UNICEF has not  established a formal  office, but uses the existing government infrastructures on a temporary basis. UNICEF staff work closely with their government counterparts, guiding and strengthening their capacity to implement, manage and monitor UNICEF supported programs. Six regions with the most affected population have been selected for special attention. They are SNNPR, Somali, Oromiya, Tigray, Afar and Amhara.

Area Program Officers, whose role is to build the DPPC capacities as well as to facilitate the UNICEF emergency response, are being deployed within the regional structure of DPPC offices in Harar, Awassa and Bahir Dar. UNICEF field officers were already posted in Mekelle and Jijiga. These staff also provide support to UNICEF technical experts who themselves are attached to their respective line bureaus within the region (Health, Education etc.). In addition to the 6 Area Program Officers already deployed, to date 13 technical experts (7 for Health & Nutrition, 5 for Water & Sanitation, 1 for HIV/AIDS) have been posted in 5 regions (SNNPR, Oromiya, Somali, Afar and Benishangul-Gumuz).

100,000 households to be resettled in the next two years

SNNPR Government is planning to resettle approximately 100,000 households within the next two years. For 2003, resettlement for 20,000 households is planned.  People are being registered all over SNNPR but the priority is given to volunteers from most densely populated areas, especially from Sidama, Gedeo, Wolayita, Kembata Tembaro and Hadiya zones as well as Amaro, Konso and Derashe Special Woredas. The volunteers are to be resettled in Dawro, Bench-Maji, Sheka and Keffa zones as well as Basketo and Konta woredas where the regional rural development coordination bureau finalised preparations to install basic infrastructure facilities, to provide agricultural inputs as well as food aid in the designated resettlement areas. Resettlement in SNNPR needs close follow-up as far as implementation and execution of the programme is concerned. Experiences of Amhara and Oromiya Regions would suggest that particular emphasis is given to the provision of the necessary facilities and assets before and when settlers arrive to destination. Settlers should not be left empty-handed upon arrival such as is unfortunately the case in a number of new resettlement areas in Oromiya and Amhara Regions where a number of disappointed settlers already headed back to their places of origin. Unfortunately, as recent UN-EUE field observations confirm, recent resettlement activities undertaken in SNNPR face similar problems as in other regions of the country. In Loma Woreda of Dawuro Zone, voluntary settlers are also lacking food and shelter assistance and the necessary basic infrastructure for settlement is not in place. Consequently, approximately 1,700 people in the resettlement area in Loma Woreda are now in need of humanitarian assistance.

Apparently the resettlement programme in Oromiya Region is being suspended by the Regional Government, a result of insufficient resources made available for this programme so far. The government will be evaluating the first and second rounds of the programme. Meanwhile the Regional Government will continue looking for resources for those already moved.


Immediate and substantial action is needed to prevent further deterioration and avoidable deaths

The clearest indicator of the severity of the present crisis in SNNPR is the alarming rate of global acute malnutrition (GAM). Immediate and substantial action is needed to prevent further deterioration and avoidable death of many people that are now already in critical condition. 

The first priority is to propose and implement actions that improve food aid targeting for relief as well as for supplementary food according to respective guidelines and to find ways how to raise therapeutic feeding capacities that would enable NGOs and other actors active in SNNPR to treat the numerous severely malnourished children who need immediate attention but who cannot be treated due to serious capacity and supply constraints. Deploying more experienced staff to monitor and supervise food aid distributions could improve relief food aid targeting. More federal emergency monitoring teams could be deployed to follow-up more closely emergency activities in the worst affected woredas of SNNPR. Food aid rations have already been raised for beneficiaries in the most affected woredas. Supplementary food distributions need to be followed more closely to ensure that beneficiaries in most need are the recipients and consumers of the rations. Complementing the ration by including more pulses or oil or both items could also help to improve the nutritional situation, but these items are available only in limited quantities, some oil from government and WFP, and pulses principally from ICRC and a few NGOs.  

Your comments are welcome: un-eue@un.org

NEWS


Parts of Arsi Lowlands Report Concerns
An UN-EUE/OCHA mission traveled to Arsi in April to assess the humanitarian situation focusing on the general agricultural situation, livestock condition and the main humanitarian concerns particularly food and water shortage and stress migration of people and livestock. According to zonal authorities, out of 22 woredas in Arsi zone, 19 are affected by prolonged drought conditions. The most affected woredas are: Dodota Sire, Gololcha, Merti, Seru and Ziway Gugda with over 70% crop failure. Following the UN-EUE assessment, MSF Belgium conducted a rapid nutritional survey, focused on Gololcha and Seru lowlands. At this stage, nutritional status measured does not require immediate emergency action but the situation remains fragile. On top of that, MSF Belgium encountered only small numbers of people in some villages and settlements, suggesting strong migration movements compared to the woreda administration demographic figures. Arsi zone, historically being a food secure area, does not receive very much attention and support from international NGOs. Only World Vision (WV) is currently operating in Jeju woreda. Oromo Self Help Organization (OSHO) supported by German Agro-Action (GAA) is currently working in Gololcha and Merti. Charity Development Association (CDA) and Oromo Development Association (ODA) are involved in relief in several woredas together with local authorities. The UN-EUE mission strongly recommends more attention to Arsi zone and particularly to the two remote affected woredas, Golocha and Seru. Medical Emergency Relief International (Merlin) is planning to operate soon in some woredas, particularly Dodota Sire, Gololcha, Merti and Ziway Dugda. Arsi zone has already experienced delays in rains and erratic distribution for the belg. According to key informants, belg conditions do not seem optimal and hence a good harvest is not expected. Due to an observed gradual crop production decrease over previous years and the failure of the 2002 meher, all affected woredas lack appropriate seed supplies. In the low- and midlands, between Robe and Seru woredas, water shortage, pasture stress and overgrazing are frequent. 


World Vision Integrates HIV/AIDS Education into its Emergency Programs
World Vision (WV) is implementing emergency food and various non-food interventions in 14 woredas in 5 regions of Ethiopia. Programs are in Tigray, Afar, Amhara, Oromiya and SNNPR and include general food ration distribution, targeted supplementary feeding programs, water supply, and agriculture recovery and emergency veterinary services. Most of the interventions create opportunities for direct interactions with beneficiary communities, facilitating group and one to one communication. As part of its strategy to integrate HIV/AIDS education into emergency programs, WV has been undertaking awareness creation activities in many woredas with relief operations. The goal of the integration is to contribute to the decrease in prevalence rate and impact of HIV/AIDS on children and families in drought affected areas. The main objective is to increase the knowledge base of children, project staff and food aid and non-food programs beneficiaries on HIV/AIDS. Over 50,000 relief food aid beneficiaries have so far been educated in 3 woredas with more intensive programs expanding to all woredas where WV currently has emergency interventions. With the objective of improving the health and nutrition of AIDS patients, targeted supplementary feeding programs also work to identify chronically ill patients and provide them with food supplements.


The Government of Ethiopia and World Bank Development Sign Grant Agreement 

The World Bank issued a press release on 1 May to announce the signing of a Development Grant Agreement between the Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) and the World Bank to finance the Emergency Drought Recovery Project (EDRP). The agreement was signed by H.E. Ambassador Kasahun Ayele, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the FDRE, and Mr. Callisto E. Madavo, Regional Vice President, Africa Region. The objectives of the project are: to assist the FDRE in responding to the emergency and enable it to: (i) help affected families to survive the emergency, retain productive assets, and develop sustainable livelihoods, (ii) put in place infrastructure and support mechanisms to mitigate the medium term effects of current and future drought emergencies on vulnerable groups, and (iii) stabilize the macro-economy. Under this grant agreement, IDA (International Development Association) would provide SDR 43.5 million (USD $60 million) to FDRE to implement the EDRP. The EDRP is a three-year project and is expected to be effective by the end of May 2003.  It will be implemented in 35 selected drought prone woredas of Amhara, Tigray, Oromiya, SNNPR, Somali and Afar. The Food Security Department of Ministry of Rural Development will manage the project, but actual implementation will be handled by the Regions and beneficiary woredas. For further information contact: Assaye Legesse, The World Bank Country Office, Addis Ababa, Tel. 251-1-627700, Email: alegesse@worldbank.org

WFP Reports Shortfall of 250,000 tonnes Towards the Revised Global Needs for 2003

There is currently a substantial shortfall of some 250,000 tonnes towards the revised total global needs for Ethiopia for 2003 of 1.5 million tonnes. There are indications of further pledges against this shortfall, but more contributions are needed to fill the overall requirements. With present confirmed pledges, the pipeline will cover needs only until mid August (taking into consideration increased rations in worst-affected areas and the pre-positioning needs). Beneficiaries in May and June are 12.5 million people each month, and remain high in July at over 11 million, and through August and September at between 9 and 10 million.

Update on Floods in Somali Region
The president of Somali Region, accompanied by the regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission bureau head and DPPC monitors, have visited the flooded areas of Gode zone, where some 100,000 people are reported to be affected in Kelafo, Mustahil and East and West Imi. Waters of the Shebelle River have receded in the Kelafo area but are still high in Mustahil, where the main town and many surrounding villages remain flooded. Arrangements are being made for an airlift of urgently needed shelter and household items to the flood-affected population. The situation in East and West Imi is being assessed. Destroyed household food stocks in the flooded areas are exposing people to hunger, and there is also concern for increased threat of disease. Food aid needs are to be covered by DPPC/WFP stocks and emergency medical supplies are being provided by UNICEF. Away from the river, the good rains received in Kelafo district have eased water and pasture conditions caused by the long drought in the area, and the condition of livestock is beginning to improve. The DPPC and regional authorities in Somali Region, have organized three Hercules C-130 cargo planes to airlift emergency items for the flood affected. The first shipments will include 40 tonnes of high protein biscuits, water containers, and shelter materials. The operation will commence today, Friday 9 May 2003 from Dire Dawa and Addis Ababa. 

Red Cross Trains Disaster Response Teams 
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies is training a 37-strong team of fast response experts aimed at tackling disasters in the Horn of Africa region and elsewhere. The training includes "hands on" disaster response activities in the areas of health, relief, water and sanitation, logistics, media relations, finance and administration. The experts have been selected from eight national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies in East Africa, the Horn of Africa and the Indian Ocean.
Focus on Ethiopia is produced by the United Nations Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia. For further information contact the Information Unit at

 un-eue@un.org, Tel.: 44 44 14 or 51 37 25 and visit our website: www.uneue.org
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World Vision Integrates HIV/AIDS Education into its Emergency Programs


As part of its strategy to integrate HIV/AIDS education into its emergency programs, World Vision has been undertaking awareness creation activities in many woredas with relief operations. The goal of the integration is to contribute to the decrease in prevalence rate and impact of HIV/AIDS on children and families in drought affected areas. 
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WFP Reports Shortfall of 250,000 tonnes Towards the Revised Global Needs for 2003 


There is currently a substantial shortfall of some 250,000 tonnes towards the revised total global needs for Ethiopia for 2003 of 1.5 million tonnes. 





Parts of Arsi Lowlands Report Concerns 


A recent UN-EUE Mission to Arsi to assess the humanitarian situation indicates concerns. 





The Government of Ethiopia and World Bank Development Sign Grant Agreement 


The World Bank announced the signing of a Development Grant Agreement to finance the Emergency Drought Recovery Project �(EDRP). 
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The clearest indicator of the severity of the present crisis in SNNPR is the alarming rate of global acute malnutrition (GAM). Immediate and substantial action is needed to prevent further deterioration and avoidable death of many people that are now already in critical condition. 




















The DPPC and regional authorities in Somali Region, have organized three Hercules C-130 cargo planes to airlift emergency items for the flood affected. The first shipments will include 40 tonnes of high protein biscuits, water containers, and shelter materials.
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The World Bank issued a press release on 1 May to announce the signing of a Development Grant Agreement between the Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) and the World Bank to finance the Emergency Drought Recovery Project (EDRP).
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Consultations between UNICEF and the Government at both Federal and Regional levels, concluded that the size and the complex nature of the humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia called for enhanced UNICEF support to the regional counterparts in the water and the health sector.











Southern Ethiopia is known for malaria epidemics as the result of the Plasmodium Falciparum and P. Vivax, the dominant species in the area. Malaria is the major cause of mortality and morbidity in the area.











Farmers were overexploiting their Enset reserves thereby causing gradual losses and disappearance of the false banana as an important household food security reserve. Even though not all the plant losses can be attributed to drought and land shortage and hence early consumption of immature crops, estimations go as far as more than 60% of the false banana crop stands have been lost in some areas in SNNPR during the last 10 years.














Generally, only half of the listed beneficiary households that should be supplied with seeds are actually receiving seeds. In Bade Watcho Woreda, Hadiya Zone, WV and the Government distributed seeds to 4,648 and 1,416 households respectively that leaves more than 5,000 qualified households without seed assistance.




















The worst affected woredas in SNNPR are now facing a dramatic situation whereby quick lifesaving measures have to be put in place to prevent the worst. The 9 therapeutic feeding centres that now operate do not have enough capacity to treat the numerous severely malnourished children. 

















In SNNPR there live an estimated 13.5 million people, about 20% of Ethiopia’s population. Out of a total of 104 woredas in the region, 64 were affected by the current crisis of which 53 are receiving relief food. The current reassessment earmarked 31 affected woredas of which 23 will be adjusted to reflect an increased number of people in need of general food assistance.











� DPPC (2003) “Update on current food situation and additional food requirement”, Special EWS Report, DPPC Early Warning System, 24 April, Addis Ababa, p.3


� The Health Task Force chaired by the Ministry of Health in Addis Ababa reported that countrywide the number of therapeutic feeding facilities almost doubled by increasing from 20 to 37 in the month of April.


� Lang & Broillet (2003) “Nutrition and Vaccine Coverage Survey in Damot Gale Woreda, Wolaiyta Zone”, MSF-Switerland Nutritional Report, 7 to 15 April, Addis Ababa (for more information please contact: MSF-Switzerland, phone: 61 37 35, fax: 61 30 96)


� King F S & Burgess A (1993) “ Nutrition for Developing Countries”, Oxford Medical Publications, Second Edition, Oxford University Press, Oxford


� In May 2000 MSF-Switzerland conducted a rapid assessment in the same area and measured a GAM of 35.3% that did fall to 6.1% in August of the same year.


� For more information on this issue please consult “Focus on Ethiopia” February issue available on UN-EUE website: www.uneue.org


�  For further information on culture of Enset in Ethiopia, refer to Shank, Robert (1994) The "Enset Culture": Technical report on Enset or the `false banana'; Shank & Ertiro (1996) “Enset Crop Assessment”: Summary Report; Shank & Ertiro (1996) “A Linear Model for Predicting Enset Plant Yield and Assessment of Koncho Production in Ethiopia, all publications: UN- Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia (www.uneue.org). 


� For more details and in depth information on the various vaccination campaigns please contact UNICEF Ethiopia, Mr. Marc Rubin (51 51 55) and refer to UNICEF Ethiopia (2003) “Mission Report SNNP Region 24 to 26 March 2003”.


� Countrywide the percentage of population benefiting from water interventions has slightly risen since January from 28% to 34% (846,600 beneficiaries) of a total estimated population of 2,495,000 in need. This still represents an important shortfall, particularly in Afar and Oromiya Regions where in each of the regions only approximately half of the population in need of water is benefiting from the assistance provided.
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