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PRESS RELEASE

12 July 1999

The UN Country Team in Ethiopia launches a Relief Action Plan and Appeal for the most 

severely drought affected areas of Ethiopia

The United Nations Country Team (UNCT) in Ethiopia today launched a special Relief Action Plan and Appeal for the most severely drought affected areas of the country.  In addition to highlighting the urgent need for additional pledges to meet drought relief food requirements throughout the country, the appeal lists a number of priority interventions valued at approximately USD 7.5 million in health, water and sanitation, nutrition, and agriculture to be undertaken over the next three months in one special wereda and the six most severely drought affected zones. 

The Relief Action Plan and Appeal notes that total cereal requirements for the 5.0 million drought affected and population until the end of the year are 386,586 M/T while the shortfall in pledges as of 12 July was 230,716 M/T.  WFP issued an appeal for its Emergency Operation on 1 June for 103,000 M/T of cereals, pulses and supplementary food.  To date, WFP has received a pledge from the Government of Canada for 9,000M/T for this operation.  

In the most severely affected areas of South Tigray, Wag Hamra, North and South Wello, East Harerge, Welayita and Konso Special Wereda, the UNCT has appealed for assistance to cover emergency interventions in health, extended programme of immunisation (EPI) coverage, supplementary feeding, water and sanitation, seed supply and livestock support programs.  While other UN agencies may participate in the non-food aspects of the Relief Action Plan at a later date, the main operational agencies so far are UNICEF, WHO, UNDP, FAO, and UNFPA.  

Unseasonable rains late in 1998, an extremely poor belg season in 1999, poor responses to appeals for food assistance in previous years and delayed responses to this year’s appeal from the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) has led to increasing concerns about the food security situation in a number of areas in Ethiopia.  In mid-June the Federal Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC), in cooperation with the UN Country Team, organised representatives from the DPPC, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Water Resources, UNICEF, WHO, WFP and UN-Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia, found that the overall situation was deteriorating rapidly.  Signs of severe stress included unusual migration patterns, sales of productive assets, increased rates of acute malnutrition, poor terms of trade between the sale price of livestock and the cost of grain, increased firewood sales and the consumption of wild foods.  Based on the missions’ findings the UNCT, in cooperation with the DPPC, prepared this special Relief Action Plan and Appeal to alert the donor community to the need for urgent action in a number of different sectors.  

The Action Plan and Appeal places special emphasis on the need to increase food distributions and special interventions noting: 

Without additional food aid pledges and special interventions the worst drought affected areas risk a major humanitarian disaster characterized by large-scale population migrations and displacement, a major increase in child and maternal mortality levels due to malnutrition and disease and the possible need to open hundreds of feeding centers.  The effects of such deterioration may well take years of special rehabilitation efforts, effectively erasing modest developmental gains made this decade. 

Postal Address:

P.O.Box 5580

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia
Telephone:

251-1-515177 (pbx)

251-1-511027 (RR)


Fax:

251-1-514599

251-1-515147


E-mail:

undpeth.prog@telecom.net.et

World Wide Web Home Page

http://www.telecom.net.et/undpeth.org/rc-menu.htm


